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INTRODUCTION 


The chief end of all Christian enterprise is soul- 
winning. Saved men and women are to become saviors 
of the unsaved. Even Bible study is of little value 
unless it brings us to see our duties and privileges as 
soul-winners. The express purpose of this work is to 
put soul-winning on a Scriptural basis. 

We are living in an age of multitudinous methods 
‘in the field of evangelism. And not all evangelism is 
conducive to soul-winning. We ought to eliminate sys- 
tems and schemes for reaching the masses and give the 
Bible the right of way in the hearts of men. We can 
not afford to take any risk when the soul of our neigh- 
bor is at stake. 

This little book has been prepared with a view to 
aid all who desire to see the church at work doing the 
real task that is set before her. The methods sug- 
gested in the various lessons have been tried for 
many years and found not wanting. The book does 
not pretend to exhaust any ofthe subjects discussed. 
It is comprehensive enough, however, to fulfill its 
purpose of enabling the soul-winner to aid the inquirer 
to make a right start in the Christian life. Many soul- 
winning books have come from the press, but this work 
seeks to cover an untouched field. 

“Training for Soul-winning” suggested itself as a 
suitable title for a volume of this sort. The book may 


be put to four uses: 
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1. Organized classes may use it as a text-book on 
soul-winning. 

2. Individuals may use it in actual soul-winning. 

3. It may be used as a brief reference-work. 

4. It may be put into the hands of inquirers. 

The church that would have an ingathering of souls 
ought to train her membership in the work of soul- 
winning. THE AUTHOR. 


LESSON I. 
BIBLE STUDY. 


Lesson TeExt.—‘‘Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.”—John 8: 32. 

The successful soul-winner must have an ade- 
quate knowledge of the Bible. Any one with grace, 
charm and skill may win men and women to himself 
or his system, but whoever would win souls to Christ 
must win them by the power of God’s word. The God 
‘of the mountains, the stars and the universe is the God 
of the Bible. The voices of nature are multitudinous, 
but the sure message of salvation from sin is clearly 
unfolded in the book of revelation—the Holy Scriptures. 
It is possible for men to know all about the mountains 
and the stars through study of the sciences, and yet 
remain ignorant of the most important thing in life— 
the Bible. If one would know the stars, he must study 
astronomy. If he would know the flowers, he must 
study botany. If he would know God, his fellows, 
himself, his duty and destiny, he must study the Bible. 
If we assume to approach a man about his salvation, he 
has a right to expect that we know what we are talk- 
ing about. A blunder at this point is unpardonable, 
and even zeal can not atone for misinformation given 
in ignorance. 


TEN REASONS FOR BIBLE STUuDy. 


1. The very character of the Bible precludes the 
possibility of knowing it without diligent study. 
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2. We may gain a knowledge of the ordinary book 
by simply reading it, but the subject-matter of the 
Bible demands careful study. 

3. A knowledge of the truth shall make us free. 
It is absolutely impossible for us to free others unless 
we are free ourselves. 

4. We can not make clear to unsaved men and 
women what we do not understand ourselves. It is folly 
for the blind to attempt to lead the blind. 

5. Many whom we seek to save may have a knowl- 
edge of the Bible, and, with it, put us to shame unless 
we are equipped with the power of Scripture knowledge. 

6. A knowledge of the Bible is absolutely the most 
powerful weapon in the warfare of life. It can be 
used in every emergency between the cradle and the 
grave. 

7. There is a message in the Bible to cover every 
condition of every human being in every walk of life. 
Study will show us how to apply the teachings of God’s 
word to the needs of our fellows. 

8. The greatest need of the church to-day is 
to take God at his word. How can we take God 
at his word unless we know what he has told us 
to do? 

9. A generation of Bible students would free our 
age from modern superstitions and the false things 
taught in the name of Christianity. A knowledge of 
the Bible would free humanity and flood the world 
with the light of salvation. 

10. To go on in ignorance would one day make us 
ashamed of our work. “Give diligence to present thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” 
(2. Tit et0ae 
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Ten Resutts oF BIBLE Srupy. 


1. We can “give a reason for the hope within us.” 

2. We shall find ourselves in a larger world of op- 
portunity. 

3. Whatever we do for Christ’s sake will be well 
done. 

4. We shall find ourselves leaning constantly on 
God for help. 

5. We shall be more confident of success in soul- 
winning. 

6. We may pass away, but our work shall stand 
because God’s word is abiding. 

7. We shall be kept from any selfish motives in the 
great task of soul-winning. 

8. We shall be free from false notions about the 
wonderful theme of salvation. 

9. We shall be satisfied to do God’s work in God’s 
way. 

10. We shall find supreme happiness and comforting 
assurance in God’s gracious promise: “My word shall 
not return unto me void.” 

Note.—The writer does not pretend to say that 
these are the only reasons for Bible study and the only 
results that come from that study. They are a few— 
a working few—of the hundreds that could be given. 
They are to be studied for all they are worth. Our 
aim is to put soul-winning on a Scriptural basis. Let 
us get these ten reasons and ten results fixed well in 
mind. They will give us encouragement as we begin 
our study of the Bible as the chief aid to the soul- 
winner in his work. We are told that “he that winneth 
souls is wise.” Soul-winning work must be done in a 


wise way. 
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Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


1. Why should a soul-winner have an adequate 
knowledge of the Bible? 

2. Is there any danger of winning souls to our- 
selves? How may we do this? 

3. What power can win men to Christ? 

4. When we approach a man about his salvation, 
what has he a right to expect of us? 
Why can zeal never atone for ignorance? 
What are the chief reasons for Bible study? 
What are the chief results of Bible study? 
What should be our great aim in soul-winning? 
Why should we have these things well fixed in 


OmMNAM 


mind? 
10. Why is the Bible the chief aid in soul-winning? 
Memory REFERENCES.—John 5:39; Acts 17:11; 
Roti 15 34002 VTi 4219 2 Tans 2218 $s ri6h 17. 


LESSON II. 
THE DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE. 


Lesson Text.—‘God, having of old time spoken 
unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and 
in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in his Son.”—Heb. 1:1, 2. 

A study of the Bible logically begins with its divi- 
sions. And here we are likely to fall in with hackneyed 
methods because they appear simple and easy. The 
soul-winner can have little to do with the ordinary 
methods of grouping the books of the Bible and mem- 
orizing them with kindergarten rhymes. Each book 
must stand out in his mind like a separate star or sun, 
but all must blend in a rich shining to illuminate the 
pathway of righteousness. He is not supposed to use 
all of the Bible in winning men to Christ, but he ought 
to familiarize himself with the Bible so he may know 
what not to use. It is obviously unreasonable and 
perilous to quote Scripture at random in a task so 
important as soul-winning. An occasional inquirer will 
want to cover the ground quite thoroughly, and it is a 
worth-while achievement to be able to reveal the plan 
of God in an intelligent fashion, knowing that “the 
entrance of thy word giveth light.” 


Tue Books OF THE BIBLE. 


1. The Bible has sixty-six books. 
2. These books form two great divisions—the Old 


and New Testaments. 
11 
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3. The word “testament” means covenant or will. 

4. The distinction between the law of Moses and 
the gospel of Christ is the key to a proper division of 
the Bible. 

5. The law began at Sinai and continued until the 
gospel took its place. 

6. The gospel began at Jerusalem. 

7. Therefore the Old Covenant includes Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John; and the Acts of the Apostles 
is literally the first book of the New Covenant. 

8. For the purpose of the soul-winner, then, we have 
forty-three books in the Old Covenant and twenty-three 
in the New. 

9. We must emphasize the following facts: 

(1) Christ was born, lived and died under the 
law. 

(2) The Four Gospels contain a record of his 
existence under the law. 

(3) Christ came to fulfill the law. 

(4) The gospel in its fullness was first preached 
in Jerusalem. 

10. The law was for the Jews; the gospel is for all 
races. 


GROUPING THE Books. 


1. The Old Testament is properly divided into eight 
parts: Creation, Law, History, Devotion, Mourning, 
Major Prophets, Minor Prophets, paaacsges 

(1) Creation—Genesis. 

(2) Law—Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuter- 
onomy. 

(3) History—Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 
Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
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(4) Devotion—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of 
Solomon. 

(5) Mourning—Ecclesiastes, Lamentations. 

(6) Major Prophets—tIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel. 

(7) Minor Prophets—Hosea, Joel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

(8) Biography—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

2. The New Testament is properly divided into 
five parts: History of Making Christians, Special Let- 
ters, General Letters, Personal Letters, Book of Con- 
summation. 

(1) History of Making Christians—Acts. 

(2) Special Letters—Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, . 
Hebrews. 

(3) General Letters—James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 
John, Jude. 

(4) Personal Letters—1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, 2 John, 3 John. 

(5) Book of Consummation—Revelation. 


Tue LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 


1. Exodus 20 is the chapter of the law. 

2. Acts 2 is the chapter of the gospel. 

3. Acts 15 will show the relation of the law and 
the gospel. 

4. Hebrews 7, 8 and 9 will show how the law has 
passed away. 

Note.—These six chapters should be read in con- 
nection with this lesson. God’s whole scheme as to 
law and gospel is epitomized in them. 
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Lesson REVIEW FROM MeEmory. 


1. Why should we avoid. hackneyed methods in 
Bible study? 

2. Why should each Bible book have its own special 
meaning for the soul-winner? 

3. Why is it perilous to quote Scripture at random? 

4. Why do Matthew, Mark, Luke and John properly 
belong to the Old Testament? 

5. How did Christ fulfill the law? 

6. Why is Acts of the Apostles really the first book 
of the New Testament? 

7. What does Acts 15 say about Christians and the 
law ? 

8. Why is it important to know the divisions of 
the Bible? 

9. To whom was the law given, and for what 
purpose ? 

10. Does the gospel apply to the Jews as well as 
other races? Why? : 

Memory REFERENCES.—Matt. 5:17-20; Acts 15:24; 
Rom, 10:4; 2-Cor.-3:6-1)s Gal.o3011-13, 23-25 > Gol: 
2:14-17; Heb. 7:22; 8:135.9: 16, 17. 


LESSON III. 
SPECIAL SOUL-WINNING BOOKS. 


Lesson Text.—“The fruit of the righteous is a tree 
of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”—Prov. 
18 ase 

Each book of the Bible has its distinctive message 
for the child of God. It is manifestly impossible to ex- 
pect the average inquirer to make a complete investiga- 
tion of the Bible before accepting Christ. Unless he 
could approach the Bible intelligently, there are parts 
of it that might cause him to misunderstand Christ’s 
message and mission altogether. It behooves the Chris- 
tian, therefore, to become adept in the use of the Bible. 
There are special books that are particularly designed 
to reach the heart of the unsaved. The soul-winner 
ought to have a special knowledge of these special 
books. This special knowledge will give him power 
to accomplish the task to which he has set his heart. 
The special soul-winning books open the door of God’s 
house to wandering souls and put men and women into 
the way of becoming familiar with the whole wonder- 
ful plan of our Father in heaven. 


Tue SpecIAL Books. 


1. These books are five in number: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Acts. 
2. John should be studied first because it goes back 

to the very beginning in deifying Christ. 
3. Mark should be studied next because it omits 
15 : 
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the genealogy of Christ and contains minor details th: 
prepare the reader for the more comprehensive recor 
in Matthew. 

4. Matthew comes next because of its citations c 
Old Testament prophecy and its wonderful and order! 
statement of the career of Christ. 

5. Luke should then follow because it leads th 
student right into the Book of Acts without any inte: 
ruption in the record. 

6. By studying the books in this order the sou 
winner will be able to show the thoughtful inquirer hoy 
to identify the Christ of Acts with the Christ of th 
Four Gospels. When this Christ is thus identified, th 
heart of the unsaved man will be touched by the powe 
of what he has read and heard. It is ours to lift u 
the Christ in our teaching, assured that he will do th 
drawing. 

7. The soul-winner ought to completely master th 
Book of Acts because it is the one book in the whol 
Bible that tells how men and women were brought t 
Christ in the New Testament times. And the metho 
has not changed by reason of the lapse of years. 

8. The Four Gospels will reveal the soul-savin 
commission which Christ gave to his disciples, and th 
Book of Acts will show how the apostles carried ot 
this commission. 

9. Let the books be studied in a way that will brin 
the student to catch the spirit of Christ and his_apostle 
This will keep one from being carried away by th 
spirit of our age. 

10. A study of the prophecies mentioned in the Fot 
Gospels will prepare the soul-winner with sufficier 
arguments to prove that Christ came “according to tl 
scriptures.” 
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CONTENTS OF SPECIAL Books IN OUTLINE. 


1. John. 

(1) The prologue—the eternal Word with God; 
the Baptist’s witness; the incarnated Word, 
declaring the Father; rejected by the Jews, 
yet accepted by believers (1:1-18). 

{2) Revelation of Jesus by preaching of John 
(1: 19-34). 

(3) Calling disciples (1:35-51). 

(4) Beginning miracles at Cana (2:1-11). 

(5) Cleansing temple, doing “works” in Jeru- 
salem, Samaria and Galilee (2: 12-4: 54). 

(6) General account of his teaching, work and 
life (5: 1-16: 33). 

(7) Prayer for unity (17). 

(8) Passion and resurrection (18-20). 

(9) Epilogue (21). 

2. Mark. 

(1) Baptism by John the Baptist (1: 1-11). 

(2) East Galilean ministry (1:14-7:23). 

(3) North Galilean ministry (7:24-9:50). 

(4) Close of Perzan ministry (10: 1-31). 

(5) Last journey and passion (10: 32-15: 47). 

(6) Resurrection, ascension and commission (16). 

3. Matthew. 

(1) Genealogy, birth and infancy of Jesus, with 
flight into Egypt and return to Nazareth 
(1; 2). 

(2) Baptism by John (3). 

(3) Temptation (4: 1-11). 

(4) Ministry in Galilee and important messages 
and wonderful events associated therewith 
(4: 12-13: 53). 
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(5) Second ministry in Galilee, including many 
disputes (14-18). 

(6) To Judea beyond Jordan and finally to Jeru- 
salem (19, 20). 

(7) Contentions in the Holy City (21-25). 

(8) Passion, trials, death and burial (26, 27). 

(9) Resurrection and commission. 


4. Luke. 


(1) Introduction, birth of John, birth and child- 
hood of Jesus (1, 2). 

(2) John’s preaching and genealogy of Christ 
(3). 

(3) Christ's temptation and his ministry in Gali- 
lee (4-9: 50). 

(4) Ministry in Perea (9: 51-14:33). 

(5) Experiences in Jericho (14: 34-18: 35). 

(6) At Jerusalem in midst of contentions (18 30- 
19:21). 

(7) Passover, trials, death and burial (22, 25). 

(8) Resurrection and ascension (24), 


5. Acts. 


(1) Account of ascension and return of disciples 
to Jerusalem to await the promised power 
(1). 

(2) First gospel sermon and establishment of 
church (2). 

(3) Spread of gospel in Judea and Samaria, and 
first persecution (3-8). 

(4) Saul and Cornelius converted (9, 10). 

(5) Gentiles and “new name” (11, 12). 

(6) Acts vf Paul and first missionary journey 
(13-15: 5). 

(7) Council at Jerusalem (15: 635). 

(8) Second missionary journey (15: 36-18: 22). 


aa 
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(9) Third missionary journey (18: 23-21:17). 
(10) Imprisonment and voyage to Rome (21:18 
to 28). 
Nore.—Acts is more fully covered in a subsequent 
series of lessons. 


Lesson Review FROM Memory. 


1. Why gain a knowledge of the Four Gospels first? 

2. Why is Acts particularly adapted to the needs of 
the unsaved? 

3. In what order should the five special soul-saving 
books be studied? Why? 

4. Why is it important to catch the spirit of Christ? 

5. Why prove that Christ came “according to the 
scriptures” ? 

_ 6, Give an outline of John. 

7. Give an outline of Mark. 

8. Give an outline of Matthew. 

9. Give an outline of Luke. 

10. Give an outline of Acts. 

Memory RerereENces.—Matt. 1:21; 7:21; 16:16; 
28: 18-20; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 2: 10-14; 24:46, 47; 
John 1:36; 3:5; 14:6; 17:21-23; Acts 4:12; 17: 30; 
Isa..62:1, 2 


LESSON IV. . 
SIN. 


Lesson TExtT.—‘‘For the wages of sin is death; but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”—Rom. 6: 23. 

The winner of souls must not be chagrined because 
the Bible is so frank about sin. The Bible is our one 
best argument against sin. It is really the one com- 
prehensive treatise on the forbidding and wretched 
theme. Fierce denunciation of sin and wholesale con- 
demnation of the sinner are not vital elements in win- 
ning the sinner from the error of his way. It is better 
to convince him with a few great truths as they have 
come to us from God. Sin is the thing from which 
men are to be saved, and the Bible gives us abundant 
material to use in teaching the meaning of sin. If we 
grasp God’s estimate of sin, we are prepared to deal 
with the sinner kindly, yet firmly and courageously. 
The Bible makes sin a terrible thing. It is the one thing 
that stands between man and God. While we can 
hardly expect to completely master its teachings on the 
subject in this lesson, yet we may gain a knowledge of 
it by classifying a few important portions of Scripture 
that have to do with sin. 


Brste Facts Asnout SIn. 


1. It is the transgression of God’s law (1 John 
3:4). 
2. The way of sinners is hard (Prov. 13:15). 
; 20 
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Man wrongs his own soul by sinning (Prov. 


The sinner is a destroyer of good (Eccl. 9:18). 
. God turns a deaf ear to the sinner (John 9:31). 
. All have sinned (Rom. 3:23). 
. Wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). 
. Death is sin’s finished work (Jas. 1:15). 
. Sinning soul shall die (Ezek. 18:4). 
10. Sin can not enter heaven (Rev. 21:27). 
Note.—Sin is terribly described in these ten state- 
ments. God’s law is broken; man walks in a hard way 
to sin; he wrongs his own soul; he destroys good in 
himself and others; he puts himself out of harmony 
with God; no one can escape, for all have sinned; death 
is the pay; death is the finished work; the soul shall 
die because of sin; heaven is closed to him who con- 
tinues in sin. A grip on these facts will fill us with 
determination to save men. 


00 
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SINNERS AND THEIR FATE. 


. Cain (Gen. 4: 3-15). 

Haman (Esth. 7:1-10). 

Saul (1 Sam. 31: 1-13). 

Judas (Matt. 27: 1-6). 

. Ananias (Acts 5:1-5). 

. The Rich Glutton (Luke 16: 19-31). 
. The Prodigal (Luke 15: 11-32). 

Nore.—This is simply a working-list intended to be 
suggestive rather than exhaustive. The worker who is 
willing to look up the scores of Scripture records of the 
men and women who violated God’s law will be prepared 
with sufficient arguments to convince anybody. Do not 
be afraid to use these examples, because they are God- 
given. Study and analyze such characters as the seven 
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named above. In such study one will gain a complete 
mastery of the meaning of sin in the life. It is neces- 
sary for us to be able to show men the sinfulness of sin. 


Tue NATURE OF SIN. 


. Its pleasure is temporary (Heb. 11:25). 
. It is deceiving to the sinner (Prov. 14:12). 
. It will find the sinner out (Num. 32:23). 
. It will return to the sinner (Gal. 6:7). 
. It destroys the conscience (Eph. 4:19). 
. It changes honor into shame (Hos. 4:7). 
. It haunts the sinner (Ps. 51:3). 
. It is the forerunner of sorrow (Ps. 38:17, 18). 
. It puts pain into death (1 Cor. 15:56). 
10. It is humanity’s great curse (Gen. 3: 17-19). 
Sin is an effort on man’s part to enjoy the unenjoy- 
able; it is a blind and foolish attempt to do the im- 
possible, unreasonable and unthinkable. Every soul- 
winner ought to press home these truths in winning 
others to Christ. — 
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Lesson Review From Memory. 


. What is sin? What its nature? 
. How does man wrong his soul in sin? 
How is sin a destroyer of good? 
. What is death that is brought on by sin? 
. What is the finished work of sin? 
. Tell the story of Haman’s sin. 
. What was the chief sin of Judas? 
. Tell the story of the rich glutton. 
. Tell the story of the prodigal. 
Memory REFERENCES.—Rom. 6:1, 2; Job 1:22; 
John 8:7-11; Matt. 9:13; John 16:7-11; Gal. 5:19- 
21; 1 John 1:8; 3:9; Ps. 1:1. 
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LESSON V. 
SALVATION. 


Lesson TExt.—‘Faithful is the saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”—1 Tim. 1:15. 

Salvation is the heart of the Bible message. What- 
ever else is taught in Scripture, salvation is its first 
and most important theme. The whole race is con- 
fronted with the question of sin and conscious of the 
magnitude of its curse, and our richest heritage is God’s 
promise of deliverance in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The primal idea of salvation is deliverance, but the Bible 
writers use various terms to signify the state or con- 
dition of one who is saved. Salvation, justification, for- 
giveness, redemption, reconciliation, sanctification, par- 
don and adoption all have practically the same meaning. 
The personal worker must get this well established in 
his mind, because he is constantly confronted with peo- 
ple who have false notions about sanctification being 
something that follows salvation. The saved man is 
delivered from sin; he is pardoned, redeemed, justified, 
reconciled, forgiven and sanctified. Every side of life 
is touched by these words which may be used at liberty 
in showing the meaning of salvation. 


THREE GREAT SALVATIONS. 


1. Salvation from past sin (Acts 2:38). 
2. Salvation from present sin (Rom. 8: 1-10). 
3. Eternal salvation (2 Tim. 2:10). 
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Note.—The fact that salvation in Christ covers past, 
present and future of man’s existence must be made 
clear to the inquirer. Man alone can never correct his 
past; he must have help from God. The present is full 
of temptations that he is unable to resist without divine 
aid. And God’s promise of eternal salvation which 
death can not touch—undying life in Christ—is the 
master hope of humanity. 


THe NATURE OF SALVATION. 


. Saved from sin (Matt. 1:21). 

. Saved from self (Rom. 12:13). 

. Saved from enemies (Luke 1:71). 

Saved from guilt of sin (1 John 3:20-31). 
Saved from fear (1 John 4:18). 

. Saved from death (Jas. 5:20). 

. Saved from punishment (2 Thess. 1: 7-12). 
. Saved to serve (Rom. 12:1). 

. Saved to save others (1 Cor. 9:22). 

10. Saved to exalt Christ (Matt. 5:16). 

Salvation is not a small issue that has to do with 
only one phase of life. The many-sided splendor of 
the theme ought to cause man to make it the first con- 
cern of life. Whoever is not saved is lost. Certainly 
no thoughtful person can behold the beauties of sal- 
vation without falling in love with God’s plan to save 
us from the low and harmful things of earth. 


WONAMNAWNS 


ScRIPTURAL SYNONYMS FOR SALVATION. 


. Redemption (Rom. 3:24). 

. rardon’ (Isa. 55:7), 

. Reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:19). 
. Forgiveness (Col. 1:14). 

. Deliverance (Ezra 9:13). 
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6. Justification (Rom. 4:25). 
7. Election (2 Pet. 1:10). 

8. Adoption (Rom. 8:15). 

9. Sanctification (Heb. 13:12). 

10. Accepted (Eph. 1:6). 

This list is suggested because many church-members 
are unfamiliar with the language of the Bible which de- 
scribes the one who has been saved by the gospel of 
Christ. Successful soul-winning is almost impossible 
without Scriptural versatility. The Bible has the right 
words for us if we will but become familiar with them. 
We limit ourselves when we narrow our system down 
to one word in seeking to describe the meaning of sal- 
vation. 

Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


. What is the chief message of the Bible? 
What great truth confronts all mankind? 
. What are the various words that mean salvation? 
. Explain the shades of meaning in these terms. 
What are the three salvations? 
What part of existence is covered in salvation? 
. Name the things from which we are saved. 
. Name the things for which we are saved. 
. What is the value of Scriptural versatility? 

10. How do we often limit ourselves? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Z2 Tim. 3:15; Ps. 3:8; 
Heb. 2:11, 12; Isa. 35:10; Num. 14:19; Luke 19:9; 
Tit. 2: 11-14. 
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LESSON VI. 
GOD. 


Lesson Text.—“And without faith it is impossible 
to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that seek after him.”—Heb. 11:6. 

One of the most striking things revealed in studying 
the Bible is that not one verse in any chapter of any 
of its books is devoted to an argument concerning the 
existence of God. It never occurred to the Bible writers 
to doubt God’s existence any more than they thought 
of doubting their own. They all “lived and moved and 
had their being” in an atmosphere that presupposed the 
existence of God. Whoever would be true to himself 
must live in that same atmosphere. Atheism is only 
another name for tremendous folly. “The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God.” By denying God 
a place in his own universe the atheist denies his own 
right to live and enjoy the wise provisions that have 
been made for his welfare. It would be unpardonable 
folly for one to try to argue himself out of existence. 


Two IMPORTANT Facts. 


1. The God of nature has provided for every need of 
man’s physical body. 
(1) Nature supplies food for his hunger. 
(2) She supplies water to quench his thirst. 
(3) Every animal need is met with a natural 


complement. 
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2. The God of the Bible has provided for every need 
and hope of the soul. 
(1) He offers salvation from sin. 
(2) He comforts in sorrow. 
(3) He promises life after death. 
ConcLusion.—The God of nature and the God of 
the Bible are one. There is no conflict between God’s 
word and God’s world. 


Tue ATHEIST’s CREED. 


“There is no God.” Therefore, 
1. The order of creation is fortuitous (comp. Gen. 


ihe Bea 

2. Law and design are accidental (comp. Ps. 19: 
1; 2). 
_ 3. Man is no more than other animals (comp. Gen. 
i526, 27). 


4. Prayer is unanswered (comp. 1 Pet. 3:12). 

5. There is no salvation (comp. Heb. 7:25). 

6. There is no comfort in sorrow (comp. Rev. 
FeAS}s 

7. Christ is not the son of God, but is an impostor 
(comp. John 14:6). 

8. The church is a human institution (comp. Matt. 
16:18). 

9. The Bible is false (comp. Isa. 55:10, 11). 

10. Death ends all. There is naught beyond the 
grave (comp. 1 Cor. 15:53, 54). 

Notrt.—It may teach the unbeliever a valuable les- 
son to let him face these conclusions of atheism. Deny- 
ing God makes a grim and ghastly program for us all. 
How much more beautiful are the lessons of compari- 
son given above. God’s word for it is sufficient for his 
children. 
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Tue Gop OF THE BIBLE. 


. He is man’s Creator (Gen. 2:7). 
. He is just (Isa. 45: 20-22). 
. He is merciful (Dan. 9:9, 10). 
. He is love (1 John 4:16). 
. He is unchanging (Jas. 1:17). 
. He is not willing that any should perish (2 
Pet: 379); 
7. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 
1: 5-8). 
8. He is our Father (1 Cor. 8:5, 6). 
9. He is eternal (Ps. 90:1, 2). 

10. He is a spirit (John 4:24). 

The soul-winner must become familiar with the 
attributes of God as these things are given in his word. 
The God of the Bible is not the monster that unbelief 
has always supposed him to be. The unsaved man 
needs to have a vision of a God who has exhausted 
the resources of omnipotence in his efforts to save man 
from sin. If we seem to find it impossible to bring in- 
quirers to an understanding of what it means to love 
God, we may bring them to the love of the attributes 
of God—mercy, purity and justice. Whoever loves 
these things will soon learn to love God. The primary 
object of this lesson is to put this almost unapproachable 
theme on a working basis. Let no worker assume to try 
to tell anybody all about God. 
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Lesson REvIiEW FROM MEMory. 


1. What are the two outstanding truths of the 
lesson text? 

2. Why do the Bible writers never argue to prove 
the existence of God? 
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3. Why is atheism folly? 

4. What has the God of nature provided? 

5. What has the God of the Bible provided? 

6. Name the articles in the atheist’s creed and the 
Scriptures contradicting them. 

7. Name the chief attributes of God. 

8. Why become familiar with the attributes of God? 

9. How may one be taught to love God? 

10. What should no worker assume to do? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Ex. 3:13, 14; Deut. 33:26, 
27 ; Josh. 1:9; Isa. 66:1, 2; Dan. 5:23; Acts 17: 23-29. 


LESSON VIL. 
JESUS CHRIST. 


Lesson Text.—“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”—Matt. 16: 16. 

All Scripture centers in Jesus of Nazareth. Christ 
is the Christian’s commentary on the Bible. All diffi- 
culties are swept aside when he is given right of way 
in the. lives of men. The soul-winner must make his 
every argument and appeal turn around the Christ as 
the planets move around the sun. No matter what 
intellectual pathway the inquirer may be inclined to 
follow, do not allow him to wander too far away from 
Christ. Some men may find it possible to argue around 
almost every other issue presented by the personal 
worker, but no man can forever escape the fact of 
Christ. Alexander, Cyrus, Washington and Napoleon 
were all facts in history. They are dead and buried, 
with all other mortals of the past. They conquered 
others, but death conquered them and ended their his- 
tory-making. Jesus Christ was and is a fact. He still 
lives. He is as much a fact in the conscience and con- 
sciousness of the twentieth century as he was in Beth- 
lehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem. Only the morally blind, 
uncandid and unintelligent would seek to deny this sig- 
nificant truth. Millions sit at his feet as literally as 
Mary of Bethany sat there. In the name of the living 
Lord these millions challenge a wayward world at the 
crossroads of right and wrong. This is the real mean- 


ing of Christ as a living fact. 
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CuHRIsT AS VIEWED By His ENEMIES. 


1. Herod the Great thought he was John the Bap- 
tist risen from the dead (Matt. 14:1, 2). 

2. The Pharisees wondered at his words (Matt. 22: 
22). 

3. Judas declared himself a sinner for betraying 
Christ (Matt. 27:4). 

4. Pilate’s wife believed Christ was a just man 
(Matt. 27:19). 

5. Pilate found no fault in him (John 19:4). 

6. The men who crucified him said he was divine 
(Matt. 27: 54). 

These conspicuous enemies of Christ were Soninelled 
to acknowledge him. His enemies have never been able 
to evade his divine personality. This is as true to-day 
as it was before the Gospels were written. 


CHRIST AS VIEWED BY His FRIENDS. 


. The Shepherds (Luke 2:20). 

. The Wise Men (Matt. 2:11). 

. John the Baptist (John 1:29). 

. Peter (Matt. 16:16). 

. Nicodemus (John 3:1, 2). 

. Zaccheus (Luke 19:8, 9). 

. The Multitudes (Matt. 9:8). 

. Doubting Thomas (John 20: 28). 
. The Thief (Luke 23: 42). 

10. God (Matt. 17:5). 

There is one universal and age-long verdict among 
the friends of Christ. He may be tested to-day, and the 
result will be satisfactory and convincing. Intelligent 
inquirers will give reasonable heed to the claims of 
Christ’s friends. 
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SoME CONVINCING PROPHECIES. 


1. The manner of his birth was foretold (Isa. 7: 
14). . 
2. The place of his birth was foretold (Mic. 5:2). 

3. The manner of his life was foretold (Isa. 53: 1-3). 

4, His deportment in his trial was foretold (Isa. 53: 
/78)3 

5. The deportment of his enemies was foretold 
(Zech. 11:13, 14). 

By persistent use of the Bible one is soon able to 
discover the wonderful fulfillment of the Old Testament 
in the teaching of the New. These five prophecies are 
given simply as a working basis. We have already had 
a lesson that points in this direction. Continue the 
identification of the Christ of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John with the Christ of Acts and the Epistles of the 
New ‘Testament. Human opinions are superfluous 
when we have God’s word for a ready-reference book. 
Press home the claim of Christ as he is revealed in the 
Bible. 


Wuat Curist Is To THE WorRLD. 


. The world’s Creator (John 1: 1-3). 

. The world’s Example (Matt. 16:24). 
The world’s Teacher (Matt. 7:28, 29). 
. The world’s Master (John 13:13). 

. The world’s Saviour (Luke 19:10). 

. The world’s Lord (Rom. 10:12). 

. The world’s King (Rev. 11:15). 

. The world’s Light (John 8:12). 

. The world’s Life (John 14:6). 

10. The world’s Love (John 3:16). 

Can Heaven grant more than such a Christ as this 
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in whom Goa and man may always meet? Once the 
soul-winner is persuaded in his own mind that Christ 
is all and in all, he shall find that telling the story of 
Christ to his fellows is the most entrancing thing in 
the world. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


1. What relation does Christ bear to the Bible? 

2. What fact can no man forever escape? 

3. Illustrate the fact of Christ as against other 
great men. 
. What is the meaning of the fact of Christ? 
. Give some of the views of Christ’s enemies. 
. What have his enemies never been able to do? 
. Give some of the views of Christ’s friends. 
. Give some prophecies concerning Christ. 
. What is the most convincing way to present 
Christ? 

10. What is Christ to the world? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Isa. 9:6; John 3:17; Acts 
4:12; John 20:31; Gal. 2:20; Mark 10:45; Eph. 
2:13; 1 Pet. 1:21; Heb. 8:6; Rom. 8:3, 4; Mark 14: 
61, 62. 
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LESSON VIII. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


Lesson Text.—‘And we are witnesses of these 
things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath given 
to them that obey him.”—Acts 5: 32. 

If we find it difficult to understand the mission and 
meaning of the Holy Spirit, we have but to remember 
that Christ has told us of him and his work. The sub- 
ject may not be intelligently approached except through 
Christ and his teaching. The personal worker may 
never be able to give a disquisition on the Holy Spirit, 
but he will never lead a soul astray if he will keep 
close to Christ and urge obedience to his commandments. 
The Holy Spirit, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit—all are promised to the obedient 
subject of the gospel. Not one blessing is promised in 
disobedience. In the gospel we are taught to love and 
obey Christ and thus come into possession of the prom- 
ises. A command is to be obeyed; a promise is to be 
enjoyed. Every blessing of the Holy Spirit is promised, 
not commanded. Thus, by humble obedience to Christ, 
we shall become possessors of the Holy Spirit, no mat- 
ter how difficult it may be to explain the matter. 


Curist’s TEACHING CONCERNING THE Hoty Spirit. 


“If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. » 
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, 


even the Spirit of truth: whom the world can not re- 
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ceive; for it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
ye know him; for he abideth with you, and shall be in 
you. ... In that day ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you. . . . If a man love 
me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him. . . . These things have I spoken unto you while 
yet abiding with you. But the Comforter, even the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, | 
he shall teach you all things, and bring to your re- 
membrance all that I said unto you” (John 14: 15-17, 
20, 23, 25, 26). “It is expedient for you that I go 
away; for if 1 go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I go, I well send him unto you. 
And he, when he is come, will convict the world in 
respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment; 
of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteous- 
ness, because I go to the Father, and ye behold me no 
more; of judgment, because the prince of this world 
hath been judged. . .. When he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he shall guide you unto all the truth: for he 
shall not speak from himself; but what things soever 
he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare 
unto you the things that are to come. He shall glorify 
me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto 
you. All things whatsoever the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he taketh of mine, and shall de- 
clare it unto you” (John 16:7-11, 13-15). 

A careful analysis of these Scriptures teaches us the 
following: 

1. If we love Christ, we will obey him. “If ye love 
me, ye will keep my commandments.” 

2. He promises the Holy Spirit for this love and 
obedience. 
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3. The Holy Spirit abides continually in the be- 


4. The world can not receive the Holy Spirit. 

5. The Spirit is a Comforter. 

6. He shall act in Christ’s name. 

7. He shall teach what Christ has taught. 

8. Christ, God and the Holy Spirit all dwell in 
believers. 

9. Whoever has Christ must necessarily possess 
God and the Holy Spirit. 

10. The Holy Spirit was to convict the world of sin, 
of righteousness and of judgment. 

11. The Holy Spirit was to receive the things that 
belonged to Christ and was to reveal all things needful 
to the disciples. 

12. He was not to speak of himself, but of Christ. 

NotEe.—It will simplify matters, then, for the worker 
to leave out any vague reasoning concerning the Holy 
Spirit. A working grasp of the subject is given in the 
above outline, and it should be used in bringing men 
to Christ. When we are in Christ we possess every 
blessing promised in his gospel concerning the Holy 
Spirit. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT. 


“The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God” (Rom. 8:16). 

1. The Spirit bears witness. 

2. The Spirit bears witness by testimony just as 
any person bears witness. 

3. The Spirit’s testimony is in words. 

4. This makes the testimony intelligent. 

5. The Spirit witnesses that we are the children of 
God. 
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6. “For ye are all sons of God, through faith in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 

7. Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Rom. 10: 
17). 

8. The Bible contains the testimony of the Spirit. 

9. Through hearing the testimony we believe, obey 
and become children of God. 

10. The Spirit will not reveal anything to us that 
is contrary to the teaching of the Bible. 


THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 


“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control; against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22, 
23). 

1. Love. 2. Joy. 3. Peace. 4. Longsuffering. 5. 
Kindness. 6. Goodness. 7. Faithfulness. 8. Meekness. 
9. Self-control. Whoever possesses these traits is in 
full possession of the Holy Spirit. These words are 
easy to understand. They aid us in knowing Christ’s 
meaning when he says: “Therefore by their fruits ye 
shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). 


Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


1. How must we approach a study of the Holy 
Spirit? 

2. Why urge obedience to Christ? 

3. What is the difference between a command and 
a promise? 

4. How does the Spirit dwell in us? 

5. Does God dwell in us as the Spirit dwells in us? 

6. How does Christ dwell in us? 

7. What has the Holy Spirit done? 

8. What is the Holy Spirit doing? 
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9. How does the Spirit bear witness? 

10. What does it mean to yield the fruit of the 
Spirit? 

(The lesson on “Divine Healing” contains an account 
of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the laying on 
of hands to impart the Spirit.) 

Memory REFERENCES.—Isa. 63:10; Gen. 6:3; John 
6:63; Gal. 4:6; 1 Cor: $716; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 2:14; 
Rom. 8:26; Eph. 6:18; Luke 11; 13. 


LESSON IX. 
THE CHURCH. 


Lesson Text.—‘“And I say also unto thee, that thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”— 
Matt. 16: 18. 

The church is the medium through which salvation 
is brought to the world. The church is a congrega- 
tion of the saved whose chief business is to save others. 
In the light of the Bible no man can exhaust his obli- 
gation to God and humanity without membership in 
the church. The New Testament meaning of the 
church must be urged upon any whom we seek to save. 
There are not two processes, one of being saved and 
the other of joining the church. Whenever we are in 
Christ we are in his church. The process that puts 
us into Christ is the identical process that saves us from 
past sin and puts us into the church. This must be 
made clear because Christendom is crowded with false 
notions about the church and church membership. The 
same things that make one a Christian put him into the 
church. The Bible makes the church the most important 
institution on earth. It is a divine institution and its 
work is divine. 


CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. 
1. Christ is the head of the church (Eph. 4:23). 
2. Christ is the foundation of the church (1 Cor, 
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3. Christ is the creed of the church (Rom. 10: 
9, 10). 
4. Christ is the saviour of the church (Eph. 5:23). 
5. The church is the body of Christ (Col. 1:18). 
6. Believers are members of that body (Rom. 
1223 
7. We are baptized into the body—the church (1 
Core iZ2h3). 
8. We are baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3). 
9. The church is the bride of Christ (Rom. 7:4). 
10. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth 
GN ee eae 
These facts will tend to show the vital relation be- 
tween Christ and the church, and also between the 
church and the truth. The unsaved must be brought to 
see that the church is God’s one great representative of 
truth on earth. Whoever would serve God in the larg- 
est way must identify his life with the life and work 
of the church. 


THE First CHuRCH. 


The second chapter of Acts gives the record of the 
first church. A few conspicuous facts should be ob- 
served : 

1. The church was made up of baptized believers. 

2. All who entered the fellowship of the church 
gave proof of repentance in their obedience. 

3. The converts gladly received God’s word and 
obeyed it. 

4. The members continued steadfastly in the truth. 

5. Tney continued steadfastly in Christian fellow- 
ship. 

6. They continued steadfastly in prayer, 

7. They had a common faith, 
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8. They ministered unto the needs of others. 
9. They were happy in their singleness of heart. 

10. The Lord added to the church daily. 

A study of this chapter from verse 37 to the close is 
essential to an understanding of the first church. The 
model church must be after this pattern to meet the 
requirements of God and the needs of humanity. Many 
have ignored the church because it has not shown itself 
able to meet the needs of men. 


THE CHURCH NAMED. 


The church in New Testament times was called by 
the following names: 
. The church (Eph. 3:10). 
. The church of God (1 Cor. 1:2). 
. The churches of God (1 Thess. 2:14). 
. The church of the Lord (Acts 20:28). 
. The churches of Christ (Rom. 16:16). 
. The body, the church (Col. 1:18). 
. The body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). 
. The household of God (Eph. 2:19). 


Tue MempBers NAMED. 
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The individual followers of Christ in New Testament 
times were called by the following names: 
. Disciples (Acts 9:10). 
. Saints (Rom. 8:27). 
. Brethren (Gal. 6:1). 
. Heirs of God (Rom. 8:17). 
. Children of God (Rom. 9:8). 
. Sons of God (1 John 3:2). 
. Christians (Acts 11:26). 
We should seek to teach that a return to New Testa- 
ment names as well as New Testament methods would 
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simplify matters for us all. The things essential to 
church membership in the apostolic age are the essen- 
tials to-day. The same thing that made a Christian on 
Pentecost will make a Christian to-day. These points 
must be pressed home to the inquirer. The worker will 
be constantly and delightfully surprised to find that 
the simple New Testament method will reach the mark 
after everything else has failed. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


. How is the world to hear of salvation? 
What does it mean to be in Christ? 
. What is the relation of Christ to the church? 
What is the relation of the church to Christ? 
What constitutes the church? 
How are we to become members of the church? 
. What is the relation of the church to the truth? 
. Outline the record of the first church. 
. Give the Bible names of the church. 
10. Give the Bible names of Christ’s followers. 
Memory REFERENCES.—Acts 14:27; Heb. 12:23; 1 
Cor. 14:33; 1 Thess, 2:14; 1 Pet. 4:16; Acts 26:28. 
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LESSON X. 
THE NEW BIRTH. 


< 


Lesson Text.—‘Wherefore if any man is in Christ, 
he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; 
behold, they are become new.”—2 Cor. 5:17. 

Much mystery has surrounded Christ’s declaration: 
“Ye must be born anew.” The new birth has been made 
the theme for much useless speculation. The Christian 
worker faces the task of making the subject clear to 
the minds that have been confused by the false teach- 
ings of the past. Incalculable harm has been wrought 
by teaching that the sinner is passive in the process of 
conversion; that he is born again as a little child is 
born; that he unconsciously enters the family of God 
without his knowledge or consent. To be born anew 
is to be regenerated, and regeneration is the simplest 
way of speaking of the new birth. The process of 
crossing the line between a life of sin and a life of 
righteousness is being born anew. The process of com- 
ing into Christ is the new birth. For the purposes of 
the personal worker we are not so much concerned 
about God’s part in the process of regeneration. Our 
business is to get man to see his part in this important 
matter. God has intervened to make regeneration pos- 
sible, but no one can be born again without recognizing 
his own duty in the new birth. “How can a man be 
born when he is old?” is a question that opens the way 
for an explanation of everything in this connection. 


The gist of the matter is to bring men and women to 
43 
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a reasonable view of what it means to be born anew. 
Five Opsvious Facts. 


1. A birth signifies a change. The new birth is a 
change from guilt of sin to the pardon that is in Christ. 
Coming into Christ makes one a new creature, so the 
new birth makes a new creature. 

2. A birth signifies an awakening to life. The new 
birth is an awakening to the Christian life. It is a 
transformation of man’s inner nature, an awakening 
from the old life of unrighteousness. 

3. A birth signifies new relationships. Before re- 
generation one is in the kingdom of Satan, but the new 
birth makes him a child of God. He bears a new rela- 
tionship to God and his fellows. 

4. A birth signifies new responsibilities. The change 
wrought by the new birth brings new responsibilities. 
The new views and new opportunities of the Christian 
life develop a sense of responsibility that is foreign to 
the mind of the unregenerate. 

' 5. “Ye must be born again” is simply another way of 
saying: “Except ye turn, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 

Man can not literally be born again in the sense in 
which we naturally think of a birth any more than he 
can become a little child again. To speak of regenera- 
tion as a new birth is to use a figurative expression to 
describe the change that takes place when one accepts 
Christ as his Saviour, puts him on, and becomes a 
member of his body. 

A full and free discussion of these five obvious facts 
with the inquirer will, we think, clear the way for a 
brief yet convincing Bible study in the four chief “born 
anew” Scriptures, 


THE NEW BIRTH 45 


THE Four ScRIPTURES. 


1. “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be 
born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 
3:3). 

2. “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 

3. “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born anew” (John 3:7). 

4. “Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedi- 
ence to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
love one another from the heart fervently; having been 
begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth” (1 Pet. 1:22, 23). 

From these Scriptures we observe: 

1. That a new birth is essential to a vision of the 
kingdom of God. 

2. That a birth of water and the Spirit is essential 
to entering the kingdom of God. 

3. That a new birth is absolutely necessary. 

4. That our souls are purified in obeying the truth. 

5. That we are begotten again through the word of 
God. 

When we are purified by obedience we come into 
that state where we may be likened unto little children; 
when we are begotten again by the word of God we 
pass through the process spoken of as the new birth; 
when we are baptized into Christ we come into the 
family of God; so the new birth is the process of 
primary obedience through which the sinner is pardoned 
and brought into the kingdom of God. We may not be 
able to explain just how God pardons us and just how 


46 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


we are born of the Spirit, but we can do just what God 
has commanded, and, doing this, we can become his 
children. ; 

SOME COMPARISONS. 


Compare the following passages: John 3:3 and Matt. 
5:8. John 3:5 and Mark 16:16. John 3:7 and Luke 
1373571 Petal $22, -23-and tral 3: 26; 27. 

(Refer to lessons on “The Holy Spirit,’ “The 
Change of Heart” and “Baptism.”) 


Lesson Review FROM MEmorvy. 


1. What is the chief task so far as the new birth 

is concerned ? 
. How has great harm grown out of the subject? 
. What is regeneration? 
Name five things signified by the new birth. 
. Can one literally be born again? 
. Repeat and explain the four special passages. 
How are we purified? 
. Through what are we begotten again? 
. How do we become as little children? 

10. What does primary obedience mean? 

Memory REFERENCES.—1 Cor. 14:20; 1 Pet. 1:14; 
Matt. 5:9; Luke 16:8; Gal. 4:28; 1 John 3:10. 


WMANAMNAWHN 
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LESSON XI. 
THE CHANGE OF HEART. 


Lesson Text.—“For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.’—Rom. 10: 10. 

A certain vague notion that a miraculous change of 
heart must be felt was one of the characteristics of the 
false system of conversion so common in the past. 
Many have been kept out of the church while waiting 
for some feeling that they thought should surely come. 
People were urged to “get that feeling,’ and all sorts 
of thoughtless promises were made by religious leaders 
in connection therewith. It never seemed to occur to 
them to instruct inquirers how to discover any meaning 
in the Bible use of the word “heart.” The notion is 
frequently discovered yet, but the systems of getting 
religion of which it was a part are death-struck and 
dying. The average inquirer now is looking for an 
intelligent foundation for his faith. An explanation of 
the Bible teaching about the heart will appeal to the 
unsaved after mysterious methods have failed utterly. 


THE FUNCTIONS OF THE HEarrT. 


By learning the functions of the heart one can easily 
understand what the Bible means by using the word 
“heart.” 

1. “Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?” (Matt. 
9:4). The heart thinks. 

2. “Lest haply they should perceive with their eyes, 

47 


48 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should turn again, and I should heal them” 
(Matt. 13:15). The heart ‘understands. 

3. “Why reason ye these things in your hearts?” 
(Mark 2:8). The heart reasons. 

4. “Because if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 
10:9). The heart believes. 

5. “But Mary kept all these sayings, ee them 
in her heart” (Luke 2:19). The heart ponders (medi- 
tates). 

6. “I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my 
heart; and I will glorify thy name for evermore” (Ps. 
86:12). The heart praises (worships). 

7. “Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and 
that seek him with the whole heart” (Ps. 119:2). The 
heart seeks. 

8. “And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). The heart loves. 

9. “Let each man do according as he hath purposed; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). The heart purposes (wills). 

10. “Because if our heart condemns us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things’ (1 
John 3:20). The heart condemns. 

Since we see that the heart thinks, understands, rea- 
sons, believes, meditates, worships, seeks, loves, wills 
and condemns, we know that the Bible means the whole 
of man’s conscious nature—intellect, affections, will and 
conscience—in the use of the word. This reduces the 
subject to its very simplest form. There is no excuse | 
for associating the miraculous with the change of heart. 
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The intellect, affections, will and conscience are changed 
on the subject of religion just as they would be 
changed on any other subject. 


How THE HEarT 1s CHANGED. 


Whoever would know the truth on any subject must 
hear or read the truth from a trustworthy source. It is 
here that we must give the Bible the right of way. It 
is our one reliable source of authority on the important 
subject of religion. So, by reading the Bible or hearing 
its message preached we reach an intelligent under- 
standing of what it proposes to do for us. In the 
change that takes place in conversion the following 
facts are self-evident: 

_ 1. The mind must be changed. 

2. The affections must be changed. 

3. The will must be changed. 

4. The conscience must be changed. 

5. The life must be changed. 

The manner of this change is as follows: 

1. Faith is a change of mind resting upon the truth 
of the Bible. The unbeliever hears the truth, believes 
it, and his mind is turned in the direction of righteous- 
ness. He begins to think along other lines. When one 
changes his way of thinking his mind has undergone a 
change. If one already believes in Christ, his mind 
should not be changed, because this would bring him 
to unbelief. When the mind is changed the affections 
are also changed. The loveliness of Christ wins the 
affections of the one who begins to think of him. 

2. Repentance is a change of will resting upon the 
goodness of God as revealed in the Bible. 

“The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” 
(Rom. 2:4). 
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“For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salva- 
tion” (2 Cor. 7:10). 

In hearing the gospel one learns how good God 
has been to provide salvation, and this great goodness 
of God causes the sinner to be filled with sorrow for 
sin and awakens in him a determination to sin no 
longer. He forsakes sin and turns to God for salva- 
tion. His will is thus changed in repentance. 

3. Baptism is a change of state resting upon the 
authority of Christ as revealed in the gospel. 

“All authority hath beea given unto me in heaven 
and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ (Matt. 28: 
18, 19). 

When the truth and goodness of the gospel message 
are accepted, there is no room left for one to reject the 
authority of the Christ of the gospel. And baptism rests 
upon this one thing—authority. Baptism is a part of 
the new birth by which one enters a new state of life. 
Thus the life is changed. 

(Refer to lessons on “The New Birth” and “Bap- 
tism.’’) 

Perfect obedience brings the approval of conscience. 
No one can have a clear conscience in disobedience. 

Notr.—The above facts constitute a condensation of 
the Bible teaching concerning the change of a soul 
from the darkness of sin to the light of salvation. The 
matter is lifted out of the realm of argument in order 
that it may be put upon a practical basis. The per- 
sonal worker must make the object of his efforts under- 
stand what it means to be changed by the gospel mes- 
sage, so he will not longer wait for “that feeling” be- 
fore accepting Christ. 
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Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


1. What has been the common notion concerning 
the change of heart? 
2. What is the average inquirer now seeking in this 
connection? 
3. What are the functions of the heart? 
4. What does the Bible mean by using the word 
“heart”? 
5. Is the change of heart miraculous? 
6. Name the five facts concerning the change that 
takes place in conversion. 
7. What is meant by a change of mind? 
8. What is meant by a change of will? 
9. What is meant by a change of state? 
10. What will bring an approval of conscience? 
Memory REFERENCES.—1 Pet. 3: 18-21; Acts 24: 16; 
Heb. 10:22; Matt. 6:21; Rom. 8:6, 7. 


LESSON XII. 
THE GOSPEL. 


Lesson TExt.—‘For I am not ashamed of the gos- 
pel; for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.” —Rom. 1: 16. 

After Christ’s resurrection he told his disciples to 
“go into all the world and preach the gospel to the 
whole creation.” The salvation of the race depends 
upon the gospel which these men preached. The soul- 
winner must know what this gospel is and be able to 
make its message clear to others. If Christ is the 
“author and finisher of our faith,” it is a gratuitous re- 
flection upon him for any would-be soul-winner to seek 
to save men by using anything else than the gospel. 
The church must learn to rely upon the power of the 
gospel if she would become the refuge for the wander- 
ing souls of men. The machinery of modern evangel- 
ism and the superficial sentimentalism used to bring 
multitudes to an immediate decision do not go God’s 
length in the most important work on earth. Man 
must be brought all the way home to Christ, and only 
the gospel message will accomplish this end. 


THE MEANING OF THE GOSPEL. 


The word “gospel” means “glad tidings.” To tell 
the gospel story means to bring the mind of the un- 
saved in touch with the “glad tidings” that “the Son of 


man came to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
2 
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Paul sums up the meaning of the gospel in the follow- 
ing: 
“Now I make known unto you, brethren, the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye received, 
wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, if 
ye hold fast the word which I preached unto you, ex- 
cept ye believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which also I received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day 
according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15: 1-4). 

The death, burial and resurrection of Christ are the 
central truths of the gospel message. These truths were 
constantly kept before the people in the preaching of 
the early Christians. To hear these truths and believe 
them are essential to the salvation of the soul. The 
sufficient gospel message is contained in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John and Acts. 

(Refer to lesson on “Special Soul-winning Books.”) 

“Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the pres- 
ence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book: but these are written, that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye may have life in his name” (John 20: 30, 31). 

When the soul-winner learns to use the gospel in his 
work for Christ, he will find it more interesting and 
satisfactory than any other message. Dying men desire 
a certain foundation for faith, The gospel furnishes a 
complete answer to that desire. The gospel consists of 

1. Facts to be believed. 

2. Commandments to be obeyed. 

3. Promises to be appropriated. 

Tue Facrs.—These have been cited in 1 Cor. 15: 
1-4 and John 20: 30, 31 above. Rom. 10: 8-10 should be 
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studied in this connection. “But what saith it? The 
word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that 
is, the word of faith, which we preach: because if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confes- 
sion is made unto salvation.” Thus by these Scriptures 
it will be seen that the chief facts of the gospel are the 
death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 

THE COMMANDMENTS.—At this point the personal 
worker must not confuse the commandments of Moses 
with the gospel of Christ. Too many think that they 
may be saved by living up to the Ten Commandments. 
These commandments are not a part of the gospel of 
Christ. The following Scriptures should be well under- 
stood, as they point out the differences between the law 
and the gospel: Gal. 3: 23-29; Heb. 8:1-13; Acts 15: 
1-19. 

The commandments of Christ are to be obeyed. 
(Refer to lesson on “The Terms of Pardon.) 

THE Promises.—(For the meaning of these promises 
refer to lesson on ‘“‘Salvation.”) It must be made clear 
to the inquirer that he must believe the great facts of 
the gospel and obey the commandments of Christ if 
he would claim the promises of salvation and life. It is 
our business to make the gospel message clear and un- 
compromising. To start the inquirer in a compromising 
and indifferent fashion means to open his life to one 
long danger of compromise in matters of religion. We 
may exercise large liberty with that which is our own, but 
with reference to the “things that are God’s” it is better 
to be loyal than liberal, for “He spoke as one having 
authority.” 


THE GOSPEL 55 


HEARING THE GOSPEL. 


The cases of conversion recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles all show clearly that whoever would be saved 
must first hear the gospel. Peter preached to the peo- 
ple in Jerusalem, Philip preached in Samaria, Paul 
preached in Athens—all that men and women might 
hear the message. “For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is Lord of all, and 
is rich unto all that call upon him: for, whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How 
then shall they call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? and how shall they believe in him whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be 
sent? even as it is written, How beautiful are the feet 
of them that bring glad tidings of good things. But 
they did not all hearken to the glad tidings. For Isaiah 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So belief 
cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” 
(Rom. 10: 12-17). 


Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


1. Upon what does the salvation of the world de- 
pend? 

2. Why should we rely wholly upon the gospel to 
save men? 

3. Why do modern methods fail to go God’s length 
in winning souls to Christ? 

4. What is the meaning of the word “gospel”? 

5. What are the central truths of the gospel mes- 
sage? 

6. Why were the Four Gospels written? 

7. What are the facts of the gospel? 
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8. What is the difference between the law and the 
gospel? 
9. Why must Christ be obeyed? 
10. What are the gospel promises? 
Memory REFERENCES.—Gal. 1:8; Mark 16:15-20; 
4 Cor del 2i25 242 12 sa 5520-44, 


LESSON XIII. 
THE TERMS OF PARDON. 


Lesson Text.—“And being made perfect, he became 
unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salva- 
tion.”—Heb. 5:9. 

“What must I do to be saved?” This is the most 
important question of life. Man is conscious of sin 
and constantly seeking a remedy for it. No one who 
is brought face to face with sin as a personal fact could 
long reject a clear light on the subject of salvation, 
Above everything else it is the business of the soul- 
winner to know the plan of salvation. He is reaching 
a point on this subject where a mistake is inexcusable. 
The seeker after salvation should be able to find it by 
making inquiry of any Christian. Whatever else in 
the Bible may be difficult to understand, the terms of 
pardon are made plain enough to all. The way of par- 
don in Christ Jesus is not a thing of darkness and mys- 
tery. The meridian sun is not brighter than the way of 
salvation. These facts pressed home to the heart of the 
inquirer will convince him of the beauty of God’s 
method of pardon and make it worthy of acceptation in 
his heart. 

‘Tue GosPeL TERMS. 


1. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith is the 
first step in the direction of salvation. Indeed, faith is 
the first law of life in every field of human endeavor. 
The wonderful thing about God’s plan is that he has 
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made its acceptation a reasonable matter. Whatever 
else we do is done by beginning on faith. So, when 
we ask the inquirer to believe on the Lord Jesus we 
are only making a request that is in harmony with 
everything else that he accepts in life. (Mark 5:36; 
John 3:16; Acts 2:44; 16:31; 18:8; Rom. 1:16.) 

2. Repent. Turn from sin unto God. A saving 
faith in Christ will be accompanied by a sincere re- 
pentance. No time should be lost in making ancient 
arguments about repentance coming before faith, or 
vice versa. The necessary thing is that faith and re- 
pentance are both present and genuine. And the mean- 
ing of repentance must not be misunderstood. Many 
have been sorry for sin and yet did not repent. Sor- 
row for sin may not always lead to repentance, but real 
repentance will always be accompanied by a godly sor- 
row for sin. Repentance in the New Testament sense is 
a surrender of the stubborn will to the overtures of 
mercy and righteousness. This surrender must be com- 
plete and unconditional, and it must lead to a reforma- 
tion in life. Repentance is a change of will that leads 
to a change of life. (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30; 
Rom, 2:4; 2 Cor. 7:10.) 

3. Confess Christ before men. Secret discipleship 
can never meet the demand of our Saviour. He must 
be confessed openly and before the world. Faith and 
repentance will lead one to the point where he will make 
a public declaration of his faith in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” No half-way 
measures are worth while at this moment in the great 
change. A public confession of Christ is a courageous 
avowal of allegiance to him as the Son of God and the 
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Saviour of men. It is the most important step in life. 
The confession of Christ is a simple and _ beautiful 
method of bearing witness for him, and it may not be 
set aside for any substitute such as is sometimes used 
when people take a stand for Christ. It is not neces- 
sary to subscribe to creeds and catechisms, but it is 
absolutely necessary to confess Christ before men, 
(Matt. 10:32, 33; Luke 12:8, 9; Rom. 10:8-10; Phil. 
2:9-11.) 

4. Be baptized. This is the final step in the primary 
obedience to the commandments of Christ. Its essen- 
tiality is seen in the fact that Christ has authorized and 
commanded it. It is unnecessary for the soul-winner 
to try to give a theological dissertation on the design 
and action of baptism. Such a procedure can only pro- 
long the inquirer’s delay. Raise the one vital question, 
Is baptism commanded in the New Testament? If so, 
there is only one thing to do with a command of God. 
By urging this point to the utmost the diligent and con- 
scientious inquirer will be compelled to make a final 
decision. (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2: 
38; Rom. 6:3, 4; Col. 2:12.) 

(Refer to lessons on “The Holy Spirit,” “The New 
Birth,’ “The Change of Heart,” “Baptism” and “The 
Christian Life.”) 


AN ImporTANT MATTER. 


The soul-winner should show the inquirer that these 
steps constitute God’s method of pardoning the past. 
Faith, repentance, confession and baptism do not insure 
eternal salvation, but they do bring the soul into com- 
munion with Christ and establish a new relationship be- 
tween man and the Father in heaven. In this new re- 
lationship man has a mediator in the person of Jesus 
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Christ, through whom his sins may be confessed and 
pardoned. This new relationship is the Christian life, 
in which man is to continue until death. 

“For there is one God, one mediator also between 
God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all; the testimony to be borne in its 
own times” (1 Tim. 2:5, 6). 

“Tf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
the crown of life’ (Rev. 2:10). 


COMPARISONS. 


Comparisons are sometimes odious and dangerous, 
but the personal worker will often come in touch with 
people who will seek to argue in favor of some of the 
old methods of “getting religion.” It is here that great 
tact and wisdom must be exercised in showing the dif- 
ference between the true and the false. Firmly and 
patiently and prayerfully persist in seeking to show that 
this is God’s way of pardoning the sinner. It may be a 
simple way, but why should God give anything else than 
a simple way? “He is not willing that any should 
perish,” and therefore made his way so clear that all 
could understand (Isa. 35:8: Matt. 7:13, 14; 15:9). 


Lesson REVIEW FROM MEMory. 


1. What is the most important thing for the soul- 
winner to know? 

2. Why must one believe in Christ? 

3. Why is faith the first step in everything? 

4, What accompanies a genuine faith? 

5. To what does repentance lead? 
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6. Why must Christ be confessed publicly? 

7. What is the meaning of the confession? 

8. What is the final step in primary obedience? 

9. Does primary obedience bring eternal salvation? 

10. What does it mean to have Christ as mediator? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Rev. 22:14; Matt. 10:22; 
Rom. 6:17; 15:18; Acts 6:7; Phil. 2:8, 


LESSON XIV. 


THE GOSPEL APPLIED—THE THREE 
THOUSAND. 


Lesson TExt.—‘“And Peter said unto them, Repent 
ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’—Acts 2: 38. 

The entire second chapter of Acts should be studied 
in connection with this subject. The chapter contains 
the account of the first complete gospel sermon after 
the death, burial, resurrection, ascension and coronation 
of Christ. It tells the story of the establishment of 
Christianity among men. It shows how the apostles 
were prepared for their work, how the gospel was 
preached and how it was accepted by many who heard. 
The record of this chapter sets a precedent for gospel 
workers and soul-winners in all subsequent ages. So 
far as we know, God has never changed the order of 
the gospel with its message of salvation in the name of 
Christ. The same gospel and the same obedience of 
Pentecost are in force to-day. The requirements of 
Peter at the close of this famous sermon ought to be 
in order at the close of the modern preacher’s sermon. 
The very same thing that saved men and women nine- 
teen hundred years ago will save them to-day. 


Tue CHAPTER OUTLINED. 


1. The preparation of the apostles (1-4). 


2. The effect of this miracle upon the Jews (5-13). 
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. The false charge refuted (14-21). 

The sermon preached by Peter (22-36). 
. The momentous question (37). 

. The apostle’s answer (38). 

. The exhortation (39, 40). 

. Acceptation of the message (41). 

. The continuation of faith (42-45). 

10. The new-found joy in Christ (46, 47). 

It is well for the soul-winner to get this outline well 
fixed in the mind, so that he may relate the incidents 
of the conversion of the three thousand in orderly 
fashion. The inquirer who desires to cover the ground 
thoroughly must be shown that perfect harmony is to 
be found in the various accounts of conversion recorded 
in the Acts of the Apostles. 


WOON DAU & 


Tue ImportTANntT FActs. 


In this account of the conversion of the three thou- 
sand the following facts should be pointed out: 
. The preacher was prepared for his message. 
. The gospel was preached to the multitude. 
The Lordship of Jesus Christ was emphasized. 
The people were pricked in their heart. 
. They asked what to do. 
. They were given a plain and positive answer. 
. They accepted the answer. 
. They remained faithful in the fellowship of 
the saints. 
9. The believers were together in a common cause. 
10. They were happy in Christ. 
11. Their faithfulness had a salutary effect upon 
the people. 
If the soul-winner is familiar with this chapter, he 
will be able to make these facts very clear to the mind 
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of even the most superficial Bible student. It must be 
shown that there was nothing mysterious about the 
manner in which the three thousand in Jerusalem on the 
day of Pentecost accepted the gospel. It was preached 
to them, and they believed and accepted it in obedience 
to the apostle’s admonition. This is true of every con- 
version recorded in the New Testament. 


THe ParTICULAR POINTS. 


1. At the close of the sermon which these people 
heard they were “pricked in their heart.” We know 
that “faith comes by hearing the word of God,” so we 
naturally conclude that these people believed what they 
heard because “they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, 
what shall we do?” 

2. In answer to this question, Peter told them to 
“repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of sins,’ promising them that they 
would “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

3. Then we learn that “about three thousand souls,” 
on this day, “received his word” and “were baptized.” 

4. So the particular points in this lesson are in 
harmony with the terms of pardon given in the lesson 
on that subject. The points to be emphasized are these: 

(1) They heard the Word. 
(2) They believed. 

(3) They repented. 

(4) They were baptized. 

(Refer to lesson on “The Terms of Pardon.”) 

5. Observe that they were told to “repent, and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of sins.” This would seem to settle all questions con- 
cerning the design of repentance and baptism. Both 
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are commanded in this connection “unto the remission 
of sins.” Since God was pleased to join them in Peter’s 
answer to the people on Pentecost, there can be no rea- 
son for seeking to separate them to-day. There is one 
safe side to repentance—repent. There is one safe side 
to baptism—be baptized. Obedience is better than argu- 
ment, and the satisfaction of knowing that we have done 
our best to do God’s will is of more importance than a 
knowledge of the many arguments used to escape the 
simple statements of the Bible. “To obey is better than 
sacrifice and to hearken is better than the fat of rams.” 

6. After these three thousand had “received the 
word” we learn that “they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship”; they continued to 
pray, and they gave of their goods as it was necessary 
to meet the needs of their fellows; they were of one 
heart; they praised God and had “favor with all the 
people.” All of these things follow the acceptation of 
Christ as naturally as the day follows the rising of the 
sun. This group of believers constituted the world’s 
first model church. 

(Refer to lesson on “The Church.) 


QUESTIONS FOR THE INQUIRER. 


1. Is this not a simple lesson for us? 

2. Is it not true that you understand it perfectly? 

3. Is there any excuse on account of mystery in this 
connection? 

4. Did Peter give a fair and complete answer to 
his inquirers? 

5. Should the same answer be given to the same 
question to-day? 

Press these questions after the chapter has been dis- 


cussed with the inquirer. 
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Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


1. What does the second chapter of Acts contain? 

2. Has God changed his gospel since Peter’s 
sermon ? 

3. Give an outline of the chapter. 

4. Name the important facts in the chapter. 

5. Why did the people question Peter at the close 
of his sermon? 

6. What was his answer? 

7. Why should that answer be given to-day? 

8. What four things did the people do? 

9. What is the design of repentance and baptism? 

10. What did the three thousand do after baptism? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Luke 24:46, 47; Acts 1:8; 
Matt. 16:19; John 20:22, 23; Eph, 4: 1-7. 


LESSON XV. 
THE GOSPEL APPLIED—THE SAMARITANS. 


Lesson TeExt.—‘“But when they believed Philip 
preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women.”—Acts 8: 12. 

Scripture Lesson—Acts 8:1-25. In studying this 
lesson it should be remembered that the people who ac- 
cepted Christ on the day of Pentecost were Jews. Ac- 
cording to history and tradition, the Jews despised the 
Samaritans. The woman of Samaria said as much to 
Christ. “The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto 
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of 
me, who am a Samaritan woman? (for Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans)” (John 4:9). Now we 
are to see that the Jewish disciples of Christ went down 
to preach the gospel to the Samaritans. The gospel of 
Christ brings men to understand their relation to each 
other and reveals unto them the mighty fact that God 
has one common method of bringing salvation to every 
family and tribe in every age. All men are alike under 
the conditions of the gospel. No man is excused and 
no man is refused on account of his nationality. “Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is acceptable to him” (Acts 1:34, 35). 
It took a special revelation of God’s will to convince 
Peter of this truth, and that revelation, as we have it, 


should convince any one else; rightly understood, it will. 
67 
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THe LESSON OUTLINED. 


1. The persecution against the church at Jerusalem 
(1-3). 

2. The scattered disciples preached the Word every- 
where (4). 

3. Philip preached in Samaria and brought joy to 
the city (5-8). 

4. The people had been deceived by Simon (9-11). 

5. When they believed Philip they were baptized 
(12): 

6. Then Simon himself believed and was baptized 
F132): 

7. The apostles at Jerusalem sent Peter and John 
to Samaria to impart the Holy Spirit unto them (14-17). 

8. Simon, desiring the miraculous power of the 
Holy Spirit for selfish purposes, is rebuked by Peter 
and told to repent and pray to God for pardon (18-23). 

9. Simon asks Peter to pray for him (24). 

10. Returning to Jerusalem, the apostles preached in 
many of the Samaritan villages (25). 

The soul-winner should seek to keep the simple facts 
of the conversions in systematic order. By having an 
outline of this sort he is prepared to know instantly just 
how to meet every question of the inquirer. It is essen- 
tial that one should know the points that might bother 
the inquirer and be prepared to explain them promptly 
and consistently. 


Tue Important Facts. 


In this account of the conversion of the Samaritans 
the following facts will give the inquirer a sufficient 
understanding of how they were brought to Christ: 

1. Philip preached Christ to them. 


_? 


THE SAMARITANS 69 


2. Philip performed miracles in the city. 

3. They believed what Philip preached. 

4. They were baptized. 

5. Even Simon, who had deceived them, believed and 
was baptized. 

These are the facts intimately associated with the ac- 
ceptation of Christ by the Samaritans and also by 
Simon, their former leader, whom they had called “the 
great power of God.” Here, again, we are shown that 
there was nothing mysterious in the manner of accept- 
ing Christ. Christ was preached to them, and they be- 
lieved and accepted the preacher’s message. And we 
are to show that their greatest man was compelled to 
obey Christ in precisely the same way that all others 
obeyed him. Simon’s former greatness could avail 
nothing in the presence of the living Christ as preached 
by a faithful preacher. 


THE PARTICULAR POINTS. 


1. Since Philip preached Christ unto them and they 
believed in his message we have proof again that “faith 
comes by hearing the word of God.” 

2. It is not too much to assume that Philip com- 
manded them to be baptized, because we are told that 
“they were baptized, both men and women.” At any 
rate, we have the following truths very plainly stated: 

(1) They heard the gospel. 
(2) They believed what they heard. 
(3) They were baptized. 

3. It is not stated in so many words that these peo- 
ple repented, but we know that their baptism could not 
have been genuine without repentance. In the lesson 
on the conversions at Pentecost we find repentance and 
baptism linked together in obedience to Christ. In this 


70 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


lesson we find belief and baptism joined in the obedi- 
ence of the Samaritans. It is therefore reasonable to 
conclude that belief, repentance and baptism are all es- 
sential to obedience. It is only by putting together the 
several accounts of conversion that we may reach an 
‘intelligent conclusion as to our full duty in the matter 
of obeying Christ. 

(Refer to lessons on “The Holy Spirit” and “Divine 
Healing” for any questions that may arise concerning 
the apostles laying on their hands to impart the Holy 
Spirit.) 

THE Sin oF Srmon. 


~ When Simon saw that by “laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 
saying, Give me this power, that on whomsoever I lay 
my hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit.” He is 
given to understand that the gift of God may not be 
purchased with money. No doubt Simon thought he 
would gain wealth and greater fame than he had hither- 
to enjoyed if he could come into possession of this 
wonderful power. Here is a man who has believed in 
Christ and been baptized into him, committing a sin 
almost immediately after his first obedience to Christ. 
The incident is given to show how a baptized believer 
may be pardoned if he sins against God.. Peter rebuked 
Simon for his sin, and said: “Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee.” The 
terms of pardon for the baptized believer are repentance 
and prayer. And prayer is the special privilege of the 
child of God. The New Testament does not intimate 
that the man outside of Christ may pray for, and expect 
pardon through prayer. Neither does God require the 
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baptized believer to be baptized again. Each truth of 
God must be made to stand in its proper place. Some 
things are unlawful for the man out of Christ, but no 
good thing will be denied the child of God who goes to 
him in penitence and prayer. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


. What was the relation of Jew and Samaritan? 
. What does the gospel do for the various nations? 
. On what conditions are men acceptable unto 


Give an outline of the lesson. 
. Who was Simon of Samaria? 
. How did the Samaritans accept Christ? 
. What part did Philip have in their salvation? 
What are the particular points in the lesson? 
Compare the obedience of the three thousand on 
Pentecost with that of the Samaritans. 

10. What was the sin of Simon? 

11. Why did he desire miraculous power? 

12. On what terms may a baptized believer be par- 
doned if he sin against God? 

13. May the man out of Christ pray for pardon? 

14. Why is one baptism sufficient? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Rom. 8:26; 1 Thess. 5:17; 
1 Pet, 4;7; Eph. 6:18; Jas, 5:15, 16. 
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LESSON XVI. 


THE GOSPEL APPLIED—THE MAN OF 
ETHIOPIA. 


Lesson TExt.—“And Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning from this scripture, preached unto him Jesus.” 
—Acts 8:35. 

Scripture Lesson—Acts 8:26-40. This lesson gives 
a record of the conversion of a man of great authority, 
and it shows that God deals with an individual very 
much as he deals with thousands. There is one law of 
pardon for all men. No position, however exalted, can 
excuse a man from obedience to Christ. This man of 
Ethiopia, though a potentate of great authority, gladly 
paid the homage of his heart to the higher authority of 
Jesus Christ. And his salvation was brought about in 
the same lowly manner that characterized every other 
conversion of New Testament times. God made no 
exception of him because he was the treasurer of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. He heard the gospel 
and obeyed it just as thousands before him had done. 
A strict adherence to the record of this man’s conver- 
sion would transform the church usage of to-day. It 
clearly reveals that man may obey his God along the 
lonely rozdway, without the formalities that usually take 
place when one becomes a member of a modern church. 
We are made to realize more clearly that God is a spirit 
and that wherever penitent souls seek him there will he 
be found. God is no respecter of persons, but men of 
all nations find him when they seek aright, 
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THe Lesson OUTLINED. 


1. The preacher is sent by an angel of God (26). 

2. He beholds the man of Ethiopia reading the 
Bible (27, 28). 

3. The Spirit directs him to the chariot (29). 

4. He asks the man of Ethiopia if he understands 
what he reads (30). 

5. The man of Ethiopia invites Philip to ride with 
him (31). 

6. He continues his reading and Philip preaches to 
him (32-35). 

7. He confesses Christ and is baptized (36-40). 

Nothing is more convincing to the candid mind than 
a fair and intelligent method of getting at the meaning 
of any portion of Scripture. This particular account is 
given in such clearness and detail that it is almost a 
photograph of obedience to Christ. It leaves the in- 
quirer absolutely without a refuge save in Christ. The 
way here is too plain to be misunderstood and mis- 
applied. 


Tue IMporTANT Facts. 


The outstanding characteristics of this lesson may be 
summed up as follows: 

1. The angel of the Lord helped with the eunuch’s 
conversion. 

2. Reading the Bible had a part in his conversion. 

3. The Spirit had a part in his conversion. 

4. The preacher was present and Christ was 
preached. 

5. The eunuch confessed Christ. 

6. He was baptized immediately. 

7. After his baptism he rejoiced in his salvation, 
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In going over these lessons with the inquirer it is 
well for the soul-winner to point out the facts by de- 
grees and thus lead on to an understanding of all doubt- 
ful or mooted questions. . The Ethiopian’s conversion 
furnishes an opportunity for settling some points in 
such a way that the old methods of “getting religion” 
will be discarded forever by the inquirer. Here he is 
given a lesson on the subject of baptism that will settle 
the question forever if he is willing to take God at his 
word. 


THE PARTICULAR POINTS. 


1. The angel was simply a messenger to bring the 
preacher and the man to be saved together. In this case 
the angel appeared to the preacher. In the case of Cor- 
nelius the angel appeared to the man to be saved. The 
purpose of the angel’s appearance in each case was the 
same. Man must hear the gospel preached. 

2. The man of Ethiopia was reading the Bible. The 
odds are in favor of the man who reads God’s word. 
The Spirit directed Philip to go near the chariot, and in 
doing so he heard the eunuch read, and said, “Under- 
standest thou what thou readest?” It is important to 
understand what one reads, particularly in matters of 
religion. 

3. He was reading a remarkable prophecy from 
Isaiah, and Philip took this prophecy as a beginning for 
a sermon on Christ. “He preached unto him Jesus.” 
Here, again, we have an illustration of the fact that 
“faith comes by hearing the word of God.” 

4. As they passed along they came to a certain 
water, and the man of Ethiopia demanded baptism of 
Philip. It does not say that Philip preached baptism, 
but the preaching of Christ as he is revealed in Matthew, 
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Mark, Luke and John would not be complete without 
giving baptism the place assigned to it by the Gospel 
writers. 

5. Philip told him he could be baptized if he believed 
what had been preached. Then the man of Ethiopia 
confessed Christ as the Son of God. (Verse 37 is not 
in our latest version of the Bible, but it is found in most 
of the ancient versions and manuscripts. This is suf- 
ficient proof that it is not out of order in the conversion 
of man.) 

6. His baptism then took place. A few facts con- 
cerning this baptism are noteworthy: 

(1) It took place in the water. 

. (2) They both went down into the water. 
(3) They both came up out of the water. 
(4) The man rejoiced after his baptism. 

(Refer to second lesson on “Baptism.’’) 

7. Thus the particular points in this lesson are in 
harmony with the general idea of conversion as re- 
vealed in the New Testament. They may be emphasized 
as follows: 

(1) The man of Ethiopia heard the Word. 
(2) He believed. 

(3) He confessed Christ. 

(4) He was baptized. 

8. Here, as in the case of the Samaritans, nothing is 
said of repentance, but we know that it is safe to as- 
sume that repentance took place. At Pentecost we find 
repentance and baptism linked together; at Samaria 
belief and baptism are expressly stated; in the conver- 
sion of the man of Ethiopia we find belief, confession 
and baptism expressly mentioned. By joining these ac- 
counts we find the New Testament gives belief, repent- 
ance, confession and baptism as God’s plan for bringing 
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men to the pardon which he has ‘offered in Christ Jesus. 
Lesson REvIEW FROM Memory. 


1. How would this Scripture transform modern 
churches? 

2. What part did the angel have in this conver. 
sion? 
. Why was this man reading the Bible? 
. What did the Spirit do in this conversion? 
. Why did Philip preach Christ to the Ethiopian? 
. Why did the eunuch demand baptism? 
. What was required before his baptism? 
. Give the particulars of this baptism? 
. What happened after the baptism of the eunuch? 

10. Compare this account with the conversions at 
Pentecost and Samaria. 

Memory ReEFERENCcES.—1 Tim. 6:13; John 11:27; 
Matted: 2b3 27-537) Acts:9: 203919 42-28: 31; 
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LESSON XVII. 
THE GOSPEL APPLIED—SAUL OF TARSUS. 


Lesson TeExt.—“‘And now why tarriest thou? Arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his 
name.”—Acts 22: 16. 

Scripture Lesson—Acts 9:1-22. Saul of Tarsus was 
Christianity’s most conspicuous convert. His conversion 
was the greatest individual victory ever won by the 
power of the gospel. In this lesson God might have left 
a record of some special dispensation by which great 
men are to be saved. But no record of this sort appears 
in the Bible. “And in none other is there salvation: 
for neither is there any other name under heaven, that 
is given among men, wherein we must be saved.” This 
leaves no room for any one to expect special favors on 
account of greatness, position or wealth. The salvation 
offered in Christ is offered to all men on equal terms. 
Saul was called to be an apostle, but this special call 
did not excuse him from obeying the gospel terms of 
pardon. The soul-winner frequently discovers people 
who talk favorably of Christianity, but at the same time 
they seem to expect to be made church-members in some 
half-way fashion. The conversion of Saul may be cited 
to show that even the very greatest may expect nothing 
from God in disobedience. And the great Saul did not 
expect salvation thus: he gladly obeyed Christ when the 
way was made clear to him. And having thus learned 
the way, he was qualified to reveal it to others, which he 


at once proceeded to do. 
17 


78 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


Tue LESSON OUTLINED. 


1. Saul as Christ’s enemy seeks to destroy his fol- 
lowers (1, 2). 

2. Nearing Damascus, Christ appears to him in a 
. vision (3, 4). 

3. Saul is told to go into the city to learn his duty 
(3,0). 

4. Saul’s companions were rendered speechless (7). 

5. Saul was led to Damascus, where he fasted in 
blindness for three days (8, 9). 

6. Ananias is called in a vision and commanded to 
visit Saul (10-16). 

7. Ananias visits Saul and speaks to him of Christ 
(17). 

8. Saul is baptized and breaks his fast (18, 19). 

9. He spends a few days with the disciples, and then 
preaches Christ among the Jews in the synagogues (19, 
20): 

10. He amazes with his preaching that proves the 
Christ: (21,22). 

This outline will give the soul-winner a working 
knowledge of the contents of the chapter on Saul’s con- 
version. A numer of difficulties will disappear by read- 
ing the twenty-second chapter of Acts in this connec- 
tion. It is manifestly impossible for the worker to meet 
the demands of soul-winning without having in mind 
an accurate and orderly arrangement of the several 
conversion records. It is by these records that he must 
bring the inquirer to a decision in favor of meeting 
God’s requirements in God’s way, and by no other means 
—arguments, emotional appeals—the narration of strik- 
ing incidents—may he hope to do it. 
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THE ImporTANT Facts. 


The leading facts in this lesson are as follows: 

1. Saul was an avowed enemy of Christ. 

2. Christ appeared to him in person. 

3. Christ commanded him to go to Damascus for in- 
structions as to duty. 

. He fasted and prayed for three days. 

. God sent Ananias to interview Saul. 

. By a miracle Saul’s sight is restored. 

. Saul was baptized immediately. 

. He then received meat and was strengthened. 
. He became a preacher of the gospel. 

Thes: facts reduce the lesson to that simple and 
intelligent form which every conversion record takes 
when no effort is made to read between the lines of 
Scripture. It is not necessary to read anything into 
this record in order to learn the whole story of how 
this greatest enemy of Christ became his best friend. 
The sure way to get right with God is to take him at 
his word. 


SONA MH 


THE PARTICULAR POINTS. 


1. Saul’s hatred of Christ did not destroy Christ’s 
love for him. He had a work for Saul to do and 
therefore called him to the work. Christ’s appearance 
to Saul was a miraculous occurrence, but it must be 
observed that the appearance was not to save Saul; it 
was to call him to his special work (Acts 26: 15-18). 

2. Christ did not tell Saul what to do to be saved: 
he told him to go into the city to learn what he “must 
do.” Even the Lord of glory did not change or suspend 
the law of pardon. Saul must be brought to Christ 
through a human agency. 
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3. Ananias was called “a certain disciple.” There is 
nothing to indicate that he was exalted above his fel- 
lows in the church. He furnishes us an example of 
how every church-member ought to be a soul-winner, 
He shows us, too, that an ordinary disciple may assist 
even great men in their salvation. The human element 
was strong in Ananias because he feared to visit Saul. 

4. Ananias obeyed the Lord, who told him that he 
would find Saul praying. Here Ananias might have 
left a precedent on the subject of praying for salvation. 
But he did not instruct Saul to continue in prayer with 
the expectation that his sins would thereby be forgiven. 
Instead of this, he put his hands on Saul, restored his 
sight and commanded him to be baptized at once. 

5. Saul was baptized forthwith. He then received 
something to eat and began to recover from the three 
days of fasting. After a few days with the disciples 
at Damascus he started his wonderful career of preach- 
ing Christ. 

6. Nothing is said in the lesson about faith and re- 
pentance being required of Saul. In the words of the 
lesson text, Ananias tells him to be baptized, “calling 
on his [the Lord’s] name.” The fact that Saul had 
gone three days without eating and drinking is an indi- 
cation of his mental state, particularly when it is coupled 
with the fact that he was praying. Only a penitent be- 
liever could continue in prayer. The absence of a direct 
mention of faith and repentance in this instance never 
causes anybody to argue that these things are not es- 
sential. The fact that baptism is mentioned puts that 
subject entirely out of the realm of speculation. 

7. Thus in the completed conversion recor ls we find 
that baptism is the last act before man finds peace and 
comfort and begins to do the work of the Lord. 
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8. This record is in strict harmony with all others 
in the New Testament. God does not require a thing 
of one man in conversion and then suspend it in the 
conversion of another. He always takes man where he 
finds him and points out the way to safety and pardon. 
Whoever would find contentment of soul must find it 
in perfect obedience to the commandments of Christ. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


1. How are great men saved? 

2. On what terms is salvation offered to all men? 

3. What was Saul’s chief characteristic before 
meeting Christ? 

4. What takes place between Christ and Saul? 

5. What takes place between God and Ananias? 

6. What takes place between Ananias and Saul? 

7. Why did not Christ tell Saul what to do to be 
saved? 

8. Why did Christ appear to Saul? 

9. Why was Saul fasting and praying? 

10. Why did Ananias fail to tell Saul to continue 
in prayer? 

11. Why is no mention made of faith and repentance? 

12. In what relation does baptism stand in our work 
for Christ and the church? 

13. What was Saul’s chief characteristic after his 
baptism ? 

Memory ReErerences.—Acts 8:1; Gal. 1:15-17; 2 
itis ae oe 89> fit 1216. Phil) 2:1 Heb i2+)).2: 


LESSON XVIII. 
THE GOSPEL APPLIED—CORNELIUS. 


Lesson TExt.—‘“Now therefore we are all here 
present in the sight of God, to hear all things that have 
been commanded thee of the Lord.”—Acts 10: 33. 

The complete tenth chapter of Acts should be read 
carefully in connection with this lesson. It is the record 
of the salvation of a thoroughly good man. It would 
appear that even goodness alone can never save any 
man, We are never to forget that Christ must be given 
his rightful place in the conversion of the whole race. 
God has not made an exception of anybody in his ar- 
rangement for the salvation of mankind. This lesson 
may be applied with telling effect to the argument of 
the man who thinks he can be saved because he lives 
a good life. This class of men gives much time to 
answering the appeals of Christianity with declarations 
of their self-righteousness. Persuade one of this sort 
to examine candidly the record of the conversion of 
Cornelius and he will be compelled to admit that the 
New Testament required even a good man to obey 
Christ. The lesson text indicates the spirit that ought 
to be shown by every one who would find favor with 
God. Christ said: “I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners.” This declaration must not be taken to 
mean that any man can be righteous enough to be saved 
out of Christ. Perfect righteousness is not found outside 
of Christ. It means rather that only the sinner who 


feels his need is ready to be saved. 
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THE Lesson OUTLINED. 


1. The good man is introduced (1, 2). 
2. He is visited by an angel of God and told to 
send for Peter (3-6). 
3. Cornelius sends to Joppa (7, 8). 
4. Peter has a vision (9-16). 
5. While Peter thinks on the vision, the messengers 
from Cornelius arrive (17-20). 
6. The messengers tell the purpose of their visit 
Fe Se FB 
7. They are entertained for the night, and Peter 
and his companions (Acts 11:12) accompany them 
(23). 
8. Cornelius and friends await Peter (24). 
9. He worships Peter, but is rebuked for it (25, 26). 
10. Peter addresses the assembly (27-29). 
11. Cornelius tells why he sent for Peter and sig- 
nifies his willingness to obey God (30-33). 
12. Peter preaches Christ to them (34-43). 
13. The Holy Spirit is given and the Gentiles speak 
with tongues (44-46). 
14. Peter commands them to be baptized (47, 48). 
The fact that this is a long chapter, devoted to the 
-conversion of one good man, should make the personal 
worker all the more eager to master its contents. Acts 
11:1-18 should be read because it makes clearer some 
of the things in the lesson proper. The question be- 
tween Jew and Gentile is forever settled in the conver- 
sion of Cornelius and in the attitude of the church as 
shown in Acts 11:17, 18, when the saints learned from 
Peter’s lips the story of the whole matter. Henceforth 
God has no favored nation; “there is no difference, all 
have sinned.” 
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Tue Important Facts. 


. Cornelius is praying. 
. He is instructed to send for Peter. 
. Peter has a vision, but does not know its mean- 


wh — 


ing. 
. The Spirit directs Peter to go down. 
He goes with the men to Cornelius. 
. Cornelius has prepared for him. 
. Peter preaches Christ. 
. The miraculous gift of the Spirit is bestowed 
upon Cometias and his friends. 
9. They are commanded to be baptized. 

10. Peter is invited to remain. 

The whole chapter is clustered about these few facts. 
Notwithstanding the miraculous outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, it must be shown that there was nothing unusual, 
after all, in the manner in which Cornelius accepted 
Christ. His conversion was normal and in every way 
congenial to the other conversions of the New Testa- 
ment. 


CON Aub 


THe PArTICULAR POINTS. 


1. The Bible says more good things about Cornelius 
than it does concerning any other man except Christ. 
He was a devout, God-fearing philanthropist, who be- 
lieved in God and prayed to him constantly. But he was 
not satisfied; he desired more light. Hence the angel’s 
visit. 

2. The angel appeared to bring Cornelius and Peter 
together so that God’s plan might be carried out. (Refer 
to article one under same heading in lesson on “The Man 
of Ethiopia.”) The angel found Cornelius praying, but 
did not direct him to continue in prayer. There was 
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something else to be done. (Refer to article four under 
same heading in lesson on “Saul of Tarsus.”) 

3. Cornelius obeyed the angel at once. He sent for 
Peter as soon as the angel departed. The prompt obedi- 
ence of the New Testament converts ought to be 
marked by men to-day. 

4. God gave Peter a vision to convince him that all 
men are acceptable unto him. Peter later acknowledged 
the meaning of the vision. 

5. Cornelius asserted his humanity in starting to 
worship Peter, but Peter’s admonition brought him to 
understand his mistake. No man should worship his 
fellows, however high they may be exalted in the church. 

6. Cornelius showed a willingness that ought to be 
imitated by all inquirers when he said, “Now therefore 
we are all here present in the sight of God, to learn all 
things that have been commanded thee of God.” Such 
a spirit will always lead to perfect obedience. 

7. Peter then preached a sermon to Cornelius and 
his friends. Here, again, the gospel message was heard. 
Observe carefully Acts 11:13, 14. Cornelius and his 
house were to be “saved by words.” 

8. While Peter was preaching, the Holy Spirit 
fell on the house of Cornelius and they “spake with 
tongues and magnified God.” The friends of Peter 
were astonished at this, and their astonishment seems 
to be the very end which God had in mind in giving 
the miraculous power to the Gentiles. 

(See lessons on “Holy Spirit” and “Divine Healing.” ) 

9. Then Peter raised a question as to the right of 
any one to forbid water, and “commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Lord.” Here baptism is 
expressly called a commandment of the Lord. This 
should settle every argument about baptism. 
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10. We are not told in so many words that Cor- 
nelius and his friends believed. We do know, however, 
that they “heard the word.” Peter had told them, as 
_he closed his sermon on Christ, that “through his name 
every one that believeth on him shall receive remission 
of sins.” We know that “faith comes by hearing the 
word.” They heard and were baptized, and it is rea- 
sonable to say that they believed. Repentance is not 
mentioned, but no one thinks of calling it in question. 
Baptism is mentioned, and should therefore be given 
its proper place and meaning. Now we observe that 
Cornelius and his friends 

(1) “Heard the word.” 
(2) Received baptism as commanded. 

This puts the conversion of this Gentile household 
on the same basis with all other conversions, and shows 
that a good man is saved in Christ just as others are. 


Lesson REvIEW FROM MEmMory. 


1. What distinguished Cornelius from others? 

2. On what class may this chapter be used with 
telling effect? 
. Give an outline of the chapter. 
. What was the meaning of Peter’s vision? 
. Why did Cornelius worship Peter? 
. Why did Peter preach to Cornelius? 
. What was the result of his preaching? 
. Why is water mentioned? 
. Tell of Peter’s visit to Jerusalem following the 
conversion of the house of Cornelius. 

10. What was the difference between the Jews and 
Gentiles? 

Memory REFERENCES.—Rev. 22:8, 9; Acts 18:8; 
1 Gore 1:11-18;:3: 10; Rom, 125. 
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LESSON XIX. 
THE GOSPEL APPLIED—THE JAILER. 


Lesson TExt.—‘‘And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.”— 
Acts 16:31. 

Scripture Lesson—Acts 16: 23-34. This is the sixth 
and last lesson on “The Gospel Applied.” These six 
records are in perfect harmony. What is omitted from 
one is supplied in another, until the careful. student is 
enabled to trace his own salvation in the one method 
used to save men in the days of the apostles. The jailer 
of Philippi is a fine example of how promptly a man 
in desperate straits will obey the commandments of God. 
“The same hour of the night” he obeyed God. It was 
his first hearing of the message too. The events that 
led up to his conversion were very unusual, but the 
manner of the conversion was not changed on this 
account. Paul and Silas followed the usual plan of 
bringing the man to a knowledge of salvation in Christ. 
However unusual the circumstances surrounding man, 
there is only one sure way of receiving assurance of 
salvation and adoption. The certain way of life is in 
taking God at his word. 


Tue Lesson OUTLINED. 


_ 1. Paul and Silas are delivered to the jailer for im- 
prisonment (23). 
2. To be sure of them, they are put in stocks in the 


inner prison (24). 
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3. They pray and sing hymns at midnight (25). 

4, An earthquake releases every prisoner (26). 

5. The jailer, ready to commit suicide, is stopped by 
Paul (27, 28). 

6. The jailer then asks what to do to be saved (29, 
30). 

7. He is told to believe on the Lord Jesus, and the 
word of the Lord is preached unto him and his house- 
holds (31j-32); 

8. He washes the stripes of Paul and Silas and is 
baptized, he and his household, immediately (33). 

9. He invites them into his house, gives them food 
and rejoices with his house, having believed in God 
(34). 

This outline gives us a grasp on the history of the 
jailer’s conversion, and brings forth the few character- 
istics that make this record worthy of the inquirer’s 
attention. To get the full meaning of any of these 
records no item must be left out. The inquirer must not 
be permitted to overlook the things in this conversion 
that are found in the others. It is necessary at this 
time to point out the one general plan running through 
the six conversion records that have been studied. 


Tue Important Facts. 


1. God’s children can sing and worship even in the 
midst of persecution. 

2. God remembers his saints, for an earthquake is 
sent to release them. 

3. The jailer, in very great fear, is on the brink of 
self-destruction. 

4. “What must I do to be saved?” is his all- 
important question. 

5. He is told to believe, but the discipies proceed at 
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once to preach the word of God to him in order that 
he may believe. 

6. He takes them and washes their stripes. 

7. He and his family receive baptism. 

8. He rejoices in his salvation. 

9. He believes in God. 

In going over these facts, show the difference be- 
tween a sinner, frightened even unto the very point of 
a self-inflicted death, and a saved man rejoicing in sal- 
vation. Show the simple plan by which he passes from 
death unto life. No matter how deep God goes to reach 
a man he always offers deliverance by the power of the 
gospel on the terms mentioned in the Great Commission. 


THE PARTICULAR POINTS. 


1. In answer to the jailer’s question, “What must I 
do to be saved?” he was told to “believe on the Lord 
Jesus.” This says nothing of faith alone, although it 
is frequently quoted as proving the doctrine of salva- 
tion by faith only. An intelligent question here would 
be, “What does it mean to believe in Christ?” To 
believe in Christ means to believe what the Bible says 
about him. To believe in Christ means to take him at 
his word. One can never expect salvation who does not 
believe in Christ enough to obey him. - 

2. “How shall they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard?” So the next passage says that “they 
spake the word of the Lord unto him.” He had not 
heard of Christ before, but now he has a preacher to 
tell him of Christ. Thus his faith came to him by 
“hearing the word” just as others must receive faith. 

3. His immediate baptism should be a rebuke to 
many who delay this important obligation. Attention 
should be called to the fact that “he took them [Paul 
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and Silas], and washed their stripes, and was baptized.” 
He “took them” somewhere. Evidently he took them 
out of the jail, because he “brought them up into his 
house” after the baptism. It is geographically accurate 
to say that Philippi was on a river. The thirteenth 
verse of this chapter speaks of the stream. We naturally 
associate this river with the jailer’s baptism. 

4. The rejoicing in this record follows the baptism. 
This is reasonable and suggestive. Baptism means just 
what the Bible defines it to mean, and whoever takes 
God at his word has cause for rejoicing after baptism. 

5. To sum up this record, we find it showing that 
the jailer at Philippi followed the same law of pardon 
that was followed by all others—by the three thousand, 
the Samaritans, the man at Ethiopia, Saul of Tarsus 
and Cornelius. He 

(1) Heard the word. 

(2) Believed in the Lord Jesus. 
(3) Was baptized immediately. 
(4) Rejoiced in his salvation. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM MEmory. 


1. Why are the Bible records of conversion har- 
monious ? 

2. What is the one sure way of salvation? 

3. Why was the jailer about to commit suicide? 
What question did he ask? 
What does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus? 
. What relation does preaching bear to faith? 
. Why was the jailer baptized immediately ? 
. What does the rejoicing signify? 
. Give the outline of the lesson. 

Memory REFERENCES.—Phil. 2:12; Jas. 2:26; Acts 
6:7; Rom, 44133:5219-21; 6:11:12. 
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LESSON XX. 
BAPTISM—1. IS IT NECESSARY? 


Lesson Trext.—‘And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Lord.”—Acts 10: 48. 

Two lessons are given on this subject in order to 
cover the ground within reasonable lesson limits. The 
usual arguments against baptism are met with book, 
chapter and verse of Scripture. 


THE REASONS. 


1. Only men say that baptism is not necessary. The 
Bible does not hint such a thought concerning it. “We 
must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

2. Baptism is positively commanded in the Bible. 
This should forever settle the question. ‘Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of you” (Acts 2:38). “And 
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:48). 

3. If we love Jesus, we will keep his commandments. 
“If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments” (John 
14:15). 

4. To be on terms of friendship with Jesus, we must 
keep his commandments. “Ye are my friends, if ye do 
the things which I command you” (John 15:14). 

5. We know Jesus by keeping his commandments. 
“And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him” (1 John 2:3, 4). 
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6. Baptism is authorized by Jesus Christ. No man 
should question his authority. “And Jesus came to 
them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath 
been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye 
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptiz- 
ing them into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:18, 19). 

7. We should submit to this authority, because Jesus 
Christ never changes. “Jesus Christ is the same yester- 
day and to-day, yea and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 

8. Baptism is an act to be performed “in the name 
of Jesus Christ.” “Repent ye, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38). 

9. To be loyal to Jesus, we must do whatever we 
are asked to do “in his name.” ‘And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

10. Jesus, who authorized baptism, submitted to it 
himself. “Jesus.came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in the Jordan” (Mark 1:9). 

11. He is our example. We should follow him in 
baptism as well as in other things. ‘For hereunto were 
ye called; because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that ye should follow his steps” (1 
PAP Se2u)i 

12. Jesus said: “It becometh us to fulfill all right- 
eousness.” If he said this concerning his own baptism, 
we should not excuse ourselves from it. “But John 
would have hindered him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? But Jesus 
answering said unto him, Suffer it now: for thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:14, 15). 

13. God said he was well pleased with Jesus after 
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his baptism. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went 
up straightway from the water: and lo, the heavens 
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove, and coming upon him; and lo, a 
voice out of the heavens, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:16, 17). 

14. To have God well pleased with us, we must 
have the spirit of Christ in us. He submitted to bap- 
tism. We must also submit to it. “If any man hath 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 

15. The first converts to Christianity were baptized. 
Why should not all others be? Did God require more 
of them than he does of us? “They then that received 
his word were baptized: and there were added unto 
them in that day about three thousand souls” (Acts 2: 

41). 

16. When these same people cried out, “What shall 
we do?” Peter told them to “repent, and be baptized.” 
If repentance is necessary, on what ground can we make 
baptism unnecessary? “Brethren, what shall we do? 
And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37, 38). 

17. Paul, the chosen vessel to the Gentiles and author 
of thirteen or fourteen New Testament Epistles, was bap- 
tized before he entered God’s service. “And straight- 
way there fell from his eyes as it were scales, ... and 
he arose and was baptized” (Acts 9:18). 

18. Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing, praying, 
benevolent man (Acts 10:1-6), and yet Peter com- 
manded him and his friends to be baptized. “And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 10: 48). 
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19. The first converts to Christianity were baptized ; 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was baptized; Paul, the 
chosen vessel to the Gentiles, was baptized; Cornelius, a 
perfect example of morality, was baptized. Is God a 
respecter of persons to the extent that we can please 
him without baptism? “Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10: 34). 

20. We should be baptized, because Jesus puts sal- 
vation after baptism. No man has any right to invert 
this order. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned” 
(Mark 16: 16). 

21. Baptism is necessary, because Peter puts remis- 
sion of sins after baptism. Baptism leads us “unto the 
remission of sins.” To change Peter’s order would 
mean to question his knowledge concerning the design 
of baptism. 

“Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2: 38). 

22. Paul, relating the account of his conversion, 
shows that Ananias connects baptism with the washing 
away of sins. Let no man disconnect them, Certainly 
Ananias was posted on baptism. “And now why tarri- 
est thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16). 

23. We should be baptized, because it is a solemn 
ordinance taking us into the death of Christ. “Or are 
ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?” (Rom. 6:3). 

24. Following in order with our death to sin and 
our baptism into Christ’s death (Rom 6:1-3), Paul 
puts walking in newness of life. If we change Paul’s 
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order, we lose the deep and spiritual import of bap- 
tism. “We were buried therefore with him through 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of his Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 

25. We should be baptized, because Peter speaks 
of baptism as saving us. He also speaks of it as an 
“interrogation of a good conscience toward God.” To 
be on the safe side and to have a clear conscience in the 
matter, it becometh us to fulfill the command to be 
baptized as well as any other. There has been much 
dispute over 1 Pet. 3:21, but the best way to settle 
all dispute is to be baptized. “Which also after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not putting 
away the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a 
good conscience toward God, through the resurrection 
oi Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 3:21). 

26. We should be baptized, because Paul says we 
put on Christ in baptism. We should not try to put 
him on any other way. “For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ did put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 
27, Baptism is necessary, because we enter the 
church, or body of Christ, through it. We should not 
try to enter the church any other way. “For in one 
Spirit were we all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12: 
P35): 

28. It is necessary to be baptized, because man can 
not enter the kingdom of God unless he is baptized. All 
are agreed that baptism is meant in the Scripture here 
given. “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 

29. We should be baptized, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit is promised in connection with baptism. 
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To obtain this gift, we should be obedient to the con- 
ditions of the Bible, because God never promised the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to any one in disobedience. “Re- 
pent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shail receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

30. Baptism is only one of many commands that God 
has given in his word. Man can not in safety neglect 
one of God’s commands. All of God’s laws are the 
same, so far as obedience goes. “For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
become guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10). 

31. To deny the necessity of baptism is equivalent 
to making grievous a command of God. “For this is 
the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and 
his commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). 

32. We should be baptized, because rejoicing uni- 
formly follows baptism in the New Testament records 
of conversion, This shows that baptism has a place 
in man’s conversion. 

(1) When the people heard Peter on Pentecost, 
they were “pricked in their heart” (Acts 
2:38); after they were baptized, they re- 
joiced (Acts 2: 41-47). 

(2) Before Saul’s baptism, he fasted (Acts 9: 

; 9); immediately after he took food (Acts 
9:19). 

(3) Before the man of Ethiopia was baptized, 
he was seeking knowledge (Acts 8:34); 
after his baptism he rejoiced (Acts 8:39). 

(4) The Philippian jailer was about to commit 
suicide before the word of God was spoken 
to him (Acts 16:27); after his baptism he 
rejoiced (Acts 16: 34). 
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The conclusion of the matter is that the rejoicing 
in these cases was brought about by the great truth 
that “remission of sins” was promised in connection 
with baptism. Who would not rejoice to have the as- 
surance of forgiveness from past sins on such reason- 
able terms as are set forth in these various cases? In 
each instance above mentioned it will be seen that 
faith, repentance and baptism each had a part; but the 
rejoicing came after the baptism. The reason is ob- 
vious. Baptism is the last step of the sinner’s entering 
into Christ. He goes into baptism to bury the old life, 
and comes out of the baptismal waters to “walk in 
newness of life.” Then, if “faithful unto death,” he 
will receive “a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

Nothing is more clearly taught in the Bible than 
that baptism is necessary. Paul says: “For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ” 
(Gal. 3:27). How did we put on Christ? In baptism. 
Is the man who has not put on Christ occupying a posi- 
tion of safety? No believer of the gospel will say that 
it is safe to live out of Christ. If we put on Christ in 
baptism, and if it is unsafe to be out of Christ, it fol- 
lows, then, that to be safe we must be “baptized into 
Christ.” The safe side of baptism is the one on which 
a man may stand and say, “I have been baptized.” 


Lesson Review FROM Memory. 


. Why is obedience necessary? 
. Who authorized baptism? 
. Give reasons for being baptized. 
. Why does rejoicing follow baptism? 
. What does it mean to be on the safe side? 
Meteony REFERENCES.—John 7:17; Matt. 6:33; 7: 
28, 29; 16:24; 17:5; Acts 18: 24-28. 
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LESSON XXI. 
BAPTISM—2. THE FORM. 


Lesson TeExt.—‘“But thanks be to God, that, whereas 
ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were de- 
livered.”—Rom. 6: 17. 

This second lesson on baptism examines briefly the 
several records in the Bible where anything is said indi- 
cating the manner in which people were baptized during 
the days of John the Baptist, Jesus Christ and his 
apostles. The inquirer should be asked to believe and 
accept only what seems to be clearly taught in the Bible 
concerning the subject in question. The records are 
examined in regular order below. 


I. Tue Gosrpet or MATTHEW. 


1. “Then went out unto him Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, and all the region round about the Jordan; and 
they were baptized of him in the river Jordan, confess- 
ing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said unto 
them, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” (Matt. 3: 5-7). 

2. “I indeed baptize you in water unto repentance” 
(Matto3w1l): 

3, “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan 
unto John, to be baptized of him” (Matt. 3:13). 
4. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 


straightway from the water” (Matt. 3:16). 
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From these passages we make the following deduc- 
tions : 

1. The people “went out” unto John, to the place 
where he was baptizing. 

2. After they got there, they were “baptized in the 
river Jordan.” 

3. John saw Pharisees and Sadducees “coming to 
his baptism.” 

4. John said: “I . . . baptize you in water.” 

5. Jesus went to the “Jordan . . . to be baptized.” 

6. “Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight- 
way from the water.” 

ARGUMENT.—People never go to a river to be sprin- 
kled or poured. They are never sprinkled or poured in 
a river. They are never sprinkled or poured “in water.” 
They never “went up straightway from the water” in 
instances of sprinkling and pouring. People often go 
to a river to be buried in baptism. They are often 
buried in baptism in a river. They are always buried 
“in water” when they are buried in baptism. They 
always “went up straightway from the water” after a 
burial in baptism. So, burial in baptism fulfills all the 
requirements, so far as Matthew’s record goes. 


Il. Tue Gosrpet or Mark. 


1. “John came, who baptized in the wilderness and 
preached the baptism of repentance unto remission of 
sins. And there went out to him all the country of 
Judza, and all they of Jerusalem; and they were bap- 
tized of him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins” 
(Mark 1:4, 5). 

2. “I baptized you in water; but he shall baptize 
you in the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8). 

3. “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus 
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came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of 
John in the Jordan. And straightway coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens rent asunder, and the 
Spirit as a dove descending upon him” (Mark 1:9, 10). 

Almost the same deductions may be made from these 
passages that were made from those in Matthew. 

1. The people “went out” unto John to the place 
where he was baptizing. 

2. When they reached there, “they were baptized 

. . in the Jordan.” 

3. John said: “I baptized you in water.” 

4. We learn “that Jesus came, . . . and was baptized 
... in the Jordan.” 

5. We learn, too, that he was “straightway coming 
up out of the water” in connection with his baptism. 

ARGUMENT.—It is never necessary to go to a river 
to be sprinkled or poured. The idea of sprinkling or 
pouring in a river is not in line with modern methods of 
sprinkling and pouring. Did one ever see a person 
sprinkled or poured “in water”? With sprinkling and 
pouring, “straightway coming up out of the water” has 
no connection whatever. They are strangers in fact, 
in reason, in the history of sprinkling and pouring, and 
in the Bible. It is often necessary to go to a river to 
be buried in baptism. It is in line with reason to be 
buried in baptism in a river. Did one ever see a per- 
son buried in baptism who was not buried “in water’? 
“Straightway coming up out of the water” follows burial 
in baptism as naturally as perfect day follows sunrise. 
They were joined together when Jesus was baptized, 
and they can not be separated. Thus burial in baptism 
fulfills every requirement of Mark’s record. Sprinkling 
and pouring are out of harmony altogether, so far as 
the second Gospel is concerned. 
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III. Tue Gospet or Luke. 


This Gospel has little to say that would aid us in 
deciding the question under consideration; but we give 
the following passage because it is translated “with 
water” instead of “in water,” as in Matthew, Mark and 
John: 

“John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed bap- 
tize you with water; but there cometh he that is 
mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose; he shall baptize you in the Holy 
Spirit and in fire” (Luke 3:16). 

We learn that John baptized “with water.” 

ARGUMENT.—The preposition “with” is defined: “To 
denote association in respect of situation or environ- 
ment” (Webster’s International Dictionary). A man 
may be sprinkled “with water,” poured “with water” or 
buried “with water,” according to Webster’s definition of 
“with.” If the Greek word “sprinkle” had been used in 
this passage, the controversy might forever end in favor 
of sprinkling; but it was not used, so’the advantage is 
on the side of burial in baptism. Not only is the word 
translated or transferred “baptize” on this side of the 
question, but Matthew and Mark are witnesses, as we 
have already shown. Where did John baptize people? 
“In the river Jordan.” Do people ever go to a river 
to be sprinkled or poured? No. Are they ever seen 
“straightway coming up out of the water” after sprin- 
kling or pouring? Never. So, Luke is in perfect 
harmony with Matthew and Mark. 


IV. Tue Gospet or Joun. 


1. “John answered them, saying, I baptize in water” 
(John 1:26). 
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2. “And John also was baptizing in A£non near to 
Salim, because there was much water there” (John 3: 
25)% : 

From these Scriptures we learn: 

1. That John baptized “in water.” 

2. That he baptized in a certain place “because there 
was much water there.” 

ARGUMENT.—People are never sprinkled or poured 
“in water.” They are always “in water” when they are 
buried in baptism. It is nécessary to be “in water” to 
be buried in baptism. Sprinkling and pouring do not 
require “much water.” Burial in baptism meets this re- 
quirement. ‘In water” and “much water” are as widely 
separated from sprinkling and pouring as the east is 
from the west. “In water” and “much water” are so 
closely associated with burial in baptism that no proc- 
ess of reasoning can separate them in studying the ques- 
tion of Scriptural requirements along this line. Burial 
of the penitent believer in water for baptism is in 
perfect harmony with the teaching of the fourth 
Gospel. 


V. Tue Acts OF THE APOSTLES. 


“And as they went on the way, they came unto a 
certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still; and they both 
went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. And when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; 
and the eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his 
way rejoicing” (Acts 8: 36-39). 

From this record of baptism we have a great deal of 
evidence. It may be summed up as follows: 
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1. They “came to a certain water.” 

2. They “both went down into the water.” 

3. They both “came up out of the water.” 

ARGUMENT.—In sprinkling and pouring, the water 
is taken to the man; the man does not go to the water. 
In burial in baptism, the preacher and the candidate 
always go to the water. In cases of sprinkling and 
pouring, the preacher and candidate never go “down 
into the water.” Neither do they come “up out of the 
water.” In cases of burial in baptism, they always go 
“down into the water” and come “up out of the water.” 
Why did Philip go “down into the water” with the 
eunuch? He did it to fulfill our Saviour’s command con- 
cerning baptism. But some one says: “Philip sprinkled 
or poured the eunuch after they went into the water.” 
Are preachers in the habit of taking people into the 
water to sprinkle or pour them? Certainly not. Neither 
did Philip have such a fashion of doing things. The 
_ same reason that prompted Philip to go “down into the 
water” to baptize men should cause preachers to-day to 
follow his example. Is it not a fact that the same 
thing which keeps people out of the water to-day would 
have kept Philip and the eunuch out of it? Of necessity 
they “went down into the water.” If it had been un- 
necessary, they would not have done so. So far as the 
action of baptism is concerned, sprinkling and pouring 
do not meet a single requirement of the case in hand. 
Burial in baptism meets every requirement. 


VI. RomMANS AND COLOSSIANS. 


1. “We were buried therefore with him through bap- 
tism into death” (Rom. 6:3). 

2. “Having been buried with him in baptism” (Col. 
Zolkey. 
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From these Scriptures we learn: 

1. That baptism is a burial. 

2. Both are agreed concerning the matter. 

ARGUMENT.—Sprinkling and pouring are so widely 
separated from burial “in baptism” that no wisdom, 
human or divine, can blend them. Burial in baptism is 
an absolute fulfillment of the passages in hand. 

Note the conclusion of the whole matter: 

. “Baptized in the river.” 

. “Baptized in water.” 

. “Baptized with water.” 

“Went up straightway from the water.” 
“Straightway coming up out of the water.” 
“Much water.” 

“Came to the water.” 

. “Went down into the water.” 

. “Came up out of the water.” 

10. “Buried through baptism.” 

11. “Buried in baptism.” 

Sprinkling and pouring meet one requirement of 
Bible baptism. It is “with water.” Burial in baptism 
meets every requirement. The man who obeys his 
Saviour in baptism must be able to say: “I went to the 
water; I went down into the water; I was buried in 
much water; I came up out of the water.” 
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Lesson REvIEW FROM MeEmory. 


1. How and where did John baptize? 

2. What does baptism symbolize? 

3. Describe Christ’s baptism. 

4. Describe the eunuch’s baptism. 

5. What are the requirements of Scriptural baptism ? 

Memory REFERENCES.—1 Pet. 2: 21-24; Heb. 10: 36; 
Jude 3; Jas. 4:17; Eph. 2: 18-22, 


LESSON XXIL. 
THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


Lesson TExT.—“This is my body which was given 
for you: this do in remembrance of me.”—Luke 22: 19. 

A monument more enduring than marble was left by 
our Lord in his “Last Supper.” To keep this feast 
in his memory is to approach the very Holy of Holies 
in the temple of Christianity. The inquirer should be 
instructed concerning the privileges and obligations of 
this sacred institution, without which no life can be 
' truly Christian. The Lord’s Supper is too often con- 
sidered in a way that indicates total indifference to its 
importance. That one can partake of it or leave it alone 
will not meet the requirements of our Lord’s teaching 
on the subject. Whoever is brought to Christ must be 
made to realize the importance of the weekly com- 
munion. When it is properly understood by the church 
at large we may expect to see the dawn of an era of 
deep religious life. No one can approach the Lord’s 
Supper once a week with an adequate knowledge of its 
meaning, without being brought so close to Christ that 
to leave him before another communion hour would 
seem almost impossible. All the imagined benefits of 
the so-called “New Thought” and the much-vaunted 
“Mental Science” are to be found here in reality by an 
actual communion with Christ. 

The following Scriptures should be studied: Matt. 
26: 17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:1-33; Acts 20; 
7-12; 1 Cor. 10: 14-22; 1 Cor. 11: 17-29, 
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SomE ImporTAnT Facts. 


1. We are commanded to observe the Lord’s Supper. 

“This do in remembrance of me” makes it a positive 
institution. Our obligation to observe it depends solely 
on our recognition of Christ’s authority. It is argued 
that to observe the Lord’s Supper is a privilege rather 
than a duty. The same may be said of everything com- 
manded by our Lord. “This do” is as positive as any 
command that ever fell from the Master’s lips. The 
fact that Christ commands us to remember him in this 
sacred observance does not take away from its beauty 
as a high and holy privilege for the child of God. Who- 
ever loves the Lord will want to be found obeying him 
in this beautiful memorial. 

2. It should be observed on the first day of the week. 

Acts 20:7 indicates that this was the purpose of the 
coming together of the disciples. The same thought is 
suggested in 1 Cor. 11:18,°20, 22, when Paul blames 
the Corinthians when this was not made the primary ob- 
ject in coming together. This ought to be emphasized 
in the churches to-day. The Lord’s Supper too often 
comes in for a poor share of the hour of worship. 

3. The Lord’s Supper is the weekly judgment-seat 
of the individual saint. 

“Let a man prove himself.” This calls for a rigid 
self-investigation. The wisdom of looking on the ob- 
servance of this feast as a time for self-examination is 
obvious. Whoever takes the communion seriously will 
have difficulty in standing before his own conscience if 
his week has been full of evil thoughts and deeds. It 
is not a time when we may judge the life of another. 
We can not answer for them at the Lord’s table any 
more than we can answer for them in the final judg- 
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ment. “For, he that eateth and drinketh, eateth and 
drinketh judgment unto himself, if he discern not the 
body.” These profound words are conscience-searching 
enough to constrain one to earnestly desire to be always 
ready and worthy to sit at the Lord’s table. If we 
are unworthy at this weekly memorial, how much more 
shall we be unworthy to meet him in the last day. 

4. It is a personal memorial. 

“This do in remembrance of me.” This makes the 
matter directly personal. Of course, it is a memorial 
of Christ’s death, but we must not lose sight of the 
fact that he has said, “Remember me.’ By remember- 
ing him personally we proclaim his death to the world. 
His death is the thing the world must remember until it 
comes to him. “Remember me” carries with it the 
. thought that Christ is away. He has returned to the 
Father, but, before returning, he left us this memorial 
of himself. Death is in the memorial, but. it is Christ's 
death. It is a memorial in which Christ is craving for 
his disciples to remember him. 

5. It is a testimony to the world. 

“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, 
ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come.” So the 
Lord’s Supper becomes more than a memorial. The 
great fact that it proclaims is the very truth on which 
the salvation of the world rests: “Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures.” The world must ever 
be impressed with the observance of this feast because 
the tragic story of how Christ “tasted death” for 
humanity is the primary thought which it suggests to 
the world. And there is no more impressive way of 
showing the solemnity of the death of Christ. 

6. The obligation to observe it is limited to the 


church, 
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It is impossible for one to remember Christ who 
has not first loved and obeyed him. “Go make disciples, 
. . . teaching them to observe all things which I have 
commanded you,” would necessarily include the observ- 
ance of this feast. This view is supported by the Scrip- 
ture lessons that have been studied in connection with 
this lesson. In New Testament times no one out of 
Christ was entitled to have any part in the Lord’s Sup- 
per save as a witness. 

7. The obligation to observe it is limited by his final 
advent. 

“Till he come.” Thus it becomes a part of the 
Christian life to be continued until the Lord’s final com- 
ing. “Be thou faithful unto death” applies here as in 
other Christian duties and privileges. Faithfulness at the 
Lord’s table would change the deportment of the whole 
church and ultimately evangelize the world. 


Lesson REvIEW FROM MEmorvy. 


1. Why should the inquirer be instructed concern- 
ing the Lord’s Supper? 

2. What has indifference done to this sacred 
memorial ? 
. Why is this memorial commanded? 
. How often should it be observed? 
. How is it the weekly judgment of the saint? 
. Explain it as a personal memorial. 
. What testimony does it give to the world? 
. Who may observe this feast? 
. How long must the church keep the feast? 

10. What would faithfulness in its observance do 
for the world? 

Memory ReEFERENCES.—Heb. 2:9; 1 Cor. 15:20; 
Isa. 53; 10-12; Ex. 12:17; John 12: 32, 33, 
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LESSON XXIll. 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 


Lesson Text.—‘But like as he who called you is 
holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of liv- 
ing.”—1 Pet. 1:15. 

Many soul-winning efforts have failed ultimately 
because the Christian life has not been properly em- 
phasized by soul-winners in dealing with the unsaved. 
Most men have an idea that one ought to be better in 
becoming a Christian, but few of them ever think of 
drawing a definite line between right and wrong. In- 
stead of a small notion of goodness, we ought to 
have a large view of righteousness. The one whom we 
would win to Christ should be taught something of the 
meaning of the Christian life before a single step is 
taken in the direction of the Kingdom of God. This 
will reduce backsliding to the minimum. Often, in our 
anxiety to bring an inquirer to a decision, we neglect 
to place the proper stress on the things pertaining to 
life in the church of Christ. The need of teaching 
at this point can not be exaggerated. The duties, 
privileges and obligations of church membership ought 
to be pointed out to the inquirer in advance. Many 
have gone out from the church because they did not 
know what was expected of them. Faithful teaching 
and Christian fellowship will help the new convert to 
begin the Christian life under the most auspicious circum- 
stances. By no other means can the convert to Christ 


make sure that he will not return to the world. 
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Some Necessary DUTIEs. 


1. The Christian ought to go to church. 

The blessings and privileges of this pleasant duty 
are almost too obvious to mention. The observance of 
the Lord’s Supper is one of the first of these. To get 
out of the habit of going to church is to get out of the 
habit of being a faithful Christian. By becoming a part 
of the church life one only aids the organized effort of 
the church to save the world. ‘Where your treasure is 
there will your heart be also.” When one’s treasure is 
in Christ he will say with the Psalmist of old: “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord.” 

2. The Christian ought to support the church. 

Giving is clearly taught in the word of God. After 
all, one gets out of Christianity as one puts into it. A 
definite portion of our goods ought to be set aside for 
the work of the church. The offering was taken weekly 
in the New Testament times. No good call should fall 
on deaf ears when the welfare of the church is at stake. 
The amount to be given must be decided by the giver. 
There is no New Testament precedent for tithing. 
Some are not able to tithe. Others could well afford 
to give the half to the work of the Lord. 

3. The Christian ought to read the Bible. 

(Refer to lesson on “Bible Study.’) 

4. The Christian ought to pray. 

(Refer to lesson on “Prayer.’’) 

5. The Christian ought to be a soul-winner. 

The winning of souls is the primary work of the 
church. The church is God’s organization for carry- 
ing on his work in the world. Every church-member 
should be so loyal to that organization that no unsaved 
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person in the community could be excused on the plea 
that nobody had tried to save him. Soul-winning is the 
Christian's highest joy. 

6. The Christian must live a good life. - 

Nothing can atone for a wicked life in the church 
of the holy Christ. The church is a “city that is set 
on a hill.” The whole world looks upon her, and 
nothing more quickly brings reproach than an evil life 
in her membership. “Be ye yourselves also holy in all 
manner of living” is not an idle message. It is the very 
essence of Christianity. A good life will win others 
when argument and appeal have failed utterly. Christ, 
the founder of the church, has set us the one perfect 
example. We must seek to make our lives measure up 
toward his standard. 

7. The Christian must be loyal to Christ and the 
Bible. 

The demand for loyalty to Christ was never greater. 
The new convert will find many temptations calling him 
to disloyalty. Christ will be betrayed in the house of 
his friends: the Bible will be discarded by the pulpit; 
the careless will place violent hands on things sacred. 
But none of these things should cause us to swerve 
from him. He died for us; we must live for him. The 
Bible is God’s word and Christ is God’s Son, and only 
harm can come to him who is disloyal to these truths. 

8. It is enough to be just a Christian. 

One should be a Christian in name as well as in 
life. ‘The disciples were called Christians first in Anti- 
och.” The name has remained because it designates 
them properly. To be anything else than a Christian 
in name or in life is to become sectarian. One may 
unconsciously become sectarian, but this can not hide 
the shame of it. The Bible only makes Christians only. 
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This name should be enough to satisfy any who would 
honor Christ. The new convert should be taught that 
division among God’s children is wrong and that the 
sure way to unity is through the loyal Christian life. 


SoME OF THE BLESSINGS. 


Unnumbered blessings are offered to the obedient. 
A careful reading of the following Scriptures will show 
that Christianity is its own compensation, whatever 
death may bring: Matt. 5:1-12; 10:16-22. Mark 4: 
31-35; 9: 38-41. Luke 12: 22-31; 15:11-32. John 14: 
15-31; 15:1-12. Rom. 12:1-21. Gal. 5: 22-26. 
The Christian has numerous advantages over the 
unbeliever. 
1. He is happier. 
2. He is better. 
3. He does more good in the world. 
4. He makes others happier. 
5. He has a part in the greatest institution on earth 
—the church. 
6. He has comfort in sorrow. 
7. He has forgiveness in time of sin. _ 
8. He has a mediator between him and God. 
9. He has hope of another life. 
10. His life prepares him for a happy death. 


LESSON REVIEW FROM Memory. 


. Why has soul-winning often failed? 

. What should the inquirer be taught? 

. Why should the Christian go to church? 
. How should the church be supported? 

. What is the value of reading the Bible? 
. Why should the Christian pray? 

. Why should the Christian win souls? 
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8. What is meant by a good life? 

9. Why is loyalty to Christ so much needed? 

10. What is the value of being simply a Christian? 

11. Name some of the blessings of Christianity. 

12. Name some of the advantages of the Christian 
over the unbeliever. 

Memory REFERENCES.—Acts 26:28; 1 Pet. 4: 14- 
$OgF hilo / ene Gals 6216; Col. 31,2: Rom-1: 8; 
wetswAd = 26 ;-)“Thess/.32.12,.13, 


LESSON XXIV. 
PRAYER. 


Lesson Text.—‘‘Confess therefore your sins one to 
another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working.”—Jas. 5: 16. 

In many respects the privilege of prayer is the rich- 
est gift of our Creator and Father. - It is almost too 
wonderful to believe that man may be on speaking terms 
with God. But the soul-winner must know from per- 
sonal experience that prayer is a precious reality, and he 
must seek to teach the inquirer how to approach the 
throne of grace. That water quenches man’s thirst is 
not more certain than that God hears and answers the 
prayers of his children. Once man has come to God 
in perfect obedience, he may always find him an ever- 
present help in time of every need. Many Christians 
have broken down under the burden of sin because they 
did not realize that God could and would forgive them. 
Many hearts have been crushed in comfortless sorrow 
because they did not know that God could heal them. 
Many hopes have been blasted for want of prayer-wings 
to carry them upward. Prayer is the key to the portal 
of heaven, and Christ gives it into the hand of every 
obedient subject of the gospel. 


SoME CONDITIONS OF PRAYER. 


1. Right living is the first condition of prayer. 


No one could continue in unrighteousness and ex- 
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pect God to answer prayer. “The face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil.” To practice sin and con- 
tinue in prayer would be paradoxical. An earnest de- 
sire to forsake a besetting sin may be accompanied by a 
prayer that will work wonders for him who sincerely 
and unreservedly confesses his sin. “The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers.” Righteousness and prayer are the hand- 
maidens of perfect contentment. 

2. Prayer must be offered in the name of Christ. 

“Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, and ap- 
pointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of 
the Father in my name, he may give it to you.” This is 
one of our Saviour’s most wonderful promises. That 
he has given us the privilege of using his name to ob- 
tain what could not come by any other is a blessing that 
_ every Christian ought to hold in sacred trust, never 
allowing it to slip away. The name of Christ alone 
gives the child of God the right of way to the throne 
of grace. 

3. Prayer must be subservient to the will of God. 

“And this is the boldness which we have toward him, 
that, if we ask anything according to his will, he hear- 
eth us.” Here is the ever-present danger-line in prayer. 
It is so hard to say always, “Thy will be done.” Proud 
human nature is reluctant to surrender unconditionally 
to the will of God. But there is no other way to reach 
him through prayer. 

4. Secret prayer will be openly rewarded. 

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine inner 
chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 


shall recompense thee.” This Scripture is in harmony 
9 
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with our Lord’s teaching everywhere: he would have us 
know the joy of being alone with God. Prayer is such 
a personal matter that the meaning of it is lost to one 
who seeks to make a public display of it. 


SoME BLESSINGS OF PRAYER. 


1. Prayer availeth much. 

“The supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much.” How much prayer avails depends upon the 
righteousness and activity of the one who prays. God 
does not promise that prayer will avail everything. We 
could answer many of our prayers by more diligently 
serving the Lord. It is unreasonable to expect God to 
do for us what we can do for ourselves. When we 
have failed utterly; when strength is gone; when hope 
droops; when great sorrow comes upon us—then we 
may count on prayer to bring help from above. 

2. Prayer will obtain pardon for the child of God. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” This, to the Christian, is the most 
glorious promise in the Bible. Many disciples of our 
Saviour have gone down under the wear and tear of 
the world because they did not seem to know that par- 
don would be theirs for the asking. This must not be 
regarded as an inducement to sin, but it must be taken 
as a sure refuge when sin sweeps over the soul. 

(Refer to lessons on “The Samaritans” and “Saul 
of Tarsus.” ) 


Tue ATTITUDE IN PRAYER. 


The posture of the physical body is of little im- 
portance in prayer. It is the attitude of heart and mind 
that counts. One may pray: 
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Standing (Mark 11:25). 
Kneeling (Mark 14:35). 
Lying down (2 Kings 20: 1-3). 
Sitting (Job 2:13). 


be NP 


IMPORTUNATE PRAYERS. 


Many questions arise as to the length of prayer and 
the time to be spent in praying. Consecrated common 
sense will aid us much in these questions. But the 
importunate prayer has always left victory in its wake. 
Some examples of prayer are as follows: 

1. Jacob prayed all night. 

2. Jesus prayed three times in Gethsemane. 

3. Elijah prayed seven times for rain. 

4. Saul prayed three days in Damascus. 

We are taught to “pray without ceasing”; to “con- 
tinue instant in prayer’; to “lift up holy hands and pray 
everywhere”; to “watch and pray.’”’ Indeed, the Bible 
rakes prayer a vital part of the Christian life. With- 
out it no one can keep in touch with God. 


Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


. What is the meaning of the lesson text? 
Why is prayer a rich privilege? 
Why is right living a condition of prayer? 
Why pray in the name of Christ? 
Why must we pray according to God’s will? 
Why pray in secret? 
. What are some of the blessings of prayer? 
. What should be our posture in prayer? 
. Give examples of importunate prayer. 
10. Why is prayer a part of the Christian life? 
Memory REFERENCES.—Matt. 6:9-13; Mark 11:25; 
John 15:16; 1 John 5:14; Eph, 6318; Acts 12:5. 
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LESSON XXV. 
DIFFICULTIES—DIVINE HEALING 


Lesson Text.—‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; be- 
cause I go unto the Father.”—John 14: 12. 

The soul-winner of to-day everywhere meets the 
doctrine of “Divine Healing” as taught by a few sects 
which make that their chief tenet. The advocates of 
the doctrine, for the most part, were formerly members 
of the several denominations. They were won by the 
apparent truth and beauty of the new doctrine. The 
phenomenal growth of one or two of these sects compels 
the soul-winner to prepare to answer intelligently and 
Scripturally the questions that will invariably arise con- 
cerning the doctrine of healing in the churches. The 
following questions are most frequently raised: 

1. If divine healing is unscriptural, how do you ac- 
count for the remarkable growth of one religious body 
teaching it? 

2. Why should not disease be healed to-day as in 
the days of Christ and his apostles? 

3. Why not believe what the Bible teaches about 
healing if we are to believe the Bible at all? 

The first question may be answered by saying that 
the growth of a religious body does not prove its doc- 
trines to be true. Such an argument would establish the 
Scriptural right of scores of religious bodies to exist. 


Truth is independent of majorities. 
118 
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The second and third questions are answered in the 
lesson which follows. 


HEALING IN THE GREAT COMMISSION. 


Read Mark 16: 15-18. 

The advocate of divine healing argues strenuously 
that this proves conclusively his favorite doctrine. He 
omits all of these promised blessings except the last. 
Note carefully that this Scripture promises five specific 
things : 

1. “They shall cast out demons.” 

2. “They shall speak with new tongues.” 

3. “They shall take up serpents.” 

4. “If they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them.” 

5. “They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.” 

If he insists that the doctrine of divine healing is 
abiding, his own logic will compel him to admit the 
other four statements. A test to prove the folly of his 
position could easily be made. 

Read Mark 16:19, 20. 

The key to all Bible teaching on the subject of heal- 
ing is the last verse of Mark’s Gospel: “And they went 
forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them and confirming the word with the signs foHowing.” 

The signs were given to “confirm the word.” They 
ie abies Mecsay ont? ecatva. 

Read Heb. 2: 1-4. 

The fourth verse of this portion of Scripture carries 
out the same idea as the last verse of Mark’s Gospel: 
“God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and 
wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the 
led Spirit, according to his own will.” 
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God confirmed the preached Word by bearing wit- 
ness with his disciples by signs, wonders, manifold 
powers and by gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

It does not take an extraordinary knowledge of the 
Bible to grasp the meaning of such passages. If the 
signs were given to confirm the Word, what need would 
there be of signs after the confirmation of the Word? 
God’s word was confirmed nineteen hundred years ago. 
Twentieth-century miracles are too late to add to that 
confirmation. When the signs finished their work they 
passed away because there was no longer any need of 
them. 

There is no evidence that the early disciples used 
their miraculous powers for any other purpose than 
the ones already mentioned. Paul gives proof of this 
in two instances: 

1. He left a friend at Miletus sick. 7 

“Erastus remained at Corinth; but Trophimus I left 
at Miletus sick” (2 Tim. 4:20). 

If Paul could heal for all purposes, he was certainly 
most indifferent to his friend’s physical condition. The 
simple truth is that God limited the powers of the early 
disciples so his gifts to them could not be used to pro- 
mote their own selfish interests. The so-called healing 
miracles of to-day are partisan in the main and used 
for selfish ends. 

2: Epaphroditus was sick nigh unto death from over- 
work in the service of Christ (Phil. 2: 25-30). 

This proves the falsity of modern delusions about 
sickness being unreal. Instead of allowing this friend 
to become dangerously ill, Paul would have cured him 
immediately if he could have done so. But he was not 
allowed to prostitute his powers to heal under such 
conditions. . 


DIFFICULTIES—DIVINE HEALING 121 


THE GIFTs OF THE Hoty Spirit. 


The Book of Acts contains four notable records con- 
cerning the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit. Twice 
this power came directly from heaven, and twice it came 
by the laying on of hands. 

1. Read Acts 2: 1-12. 

The Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, 
and they spake with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. No reason could be assigned for this miracu- 
lous gift except that it was used to the very end it accom- 
plished. Jt confirmed the word of God in Jerusalem. 

2. Read Acts 8: 14-19. 

The Holy Spirit was imparted by the laying on of 
the apostles’ hands. The gospel was being preached in 
a new place, and this power was’ given to bear witness 
to its truth. Jt confirmed the word of God in Samaria. 

3. Read Acts 10: 44-48. 

The Holy Spirit fell on the house of Cornelius, and 
they were enabled to speak with tongues and magnify 
God. The Jewish disciples were amazed because the 
Gentiles received the gift of the Holy Spirit. This 
shows that the gift came upon the Gentiles to convince 
the Jews that Gentiles were acceptable unto God. Peter 
bears out this statement in his explanation to the church 
of Jerusalem (Acts 11:12-18). The signs of the 
apostolic age were given to confirm the word of God 
among the nations, not merely to cure sickness. 

4. Read Acts 19 :1-7. 

The Holy Spirit was given to the Ephesians by the 
laying on of Paul’s hands, and they spake with tongues 
and prophesied. Here, again, the gospel was established 
in a new place, and the signs confirmed the word of God 
in Ephesus. 


122 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


PROOF-TEXTS FREQUENTLY QUOTED. 


1. Matt. 10: 5-10. 

Concerning this passage it may be said that it bears 
no relationship to Christianity. It was a part of the 
first commission to “the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” The Great Commission contains the conditions 
of salvation and the working orders for the church. 

2 ases 213-16: 

This does not assume difficult proportions when we 
examine it in the light of God’s reason for giving the 
signs. The Book of James was written “to the twelve 
tribes of the Dispersion,” to the “scattered disciples.” 
They would use their powers to the end that the word 
of God might be confirmed. 

The apostles performed miracles and imparted the 
power to do so to others, but that power never extended 
beyond the third person, according to the Bible records. 


Lesson REvIEW FROM MEmory. 


1. What three questions arise concerning healing? 

2. How may the first be answered? 

3. What special powers are promised in the Great 
Commission? 

4. Quote the last verse of Mark’s Gospel. 

5. Why were the signs given? 

6. Quote Heb. 2: 1-4. 

7. Tell about the illness of Paul’s friends. 

8. Give the four special records mentioned in Acts. 

9. What thought is common to all four? 

10. Through how many persons did miraculous 
power extend? 

Memory REeEFERENCES.—1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1: 6; 
1 Cor. 12: 1-12; 13:8, 
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LESSON XXVI. 
DIFFICULTIES—DENOMINATIONALISM. 


Lesson Text.—‘There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.”— 
Eph. 4: 4-6. 

The greatest foe of soul-winning is sectarianism. 
The multitude of denominations is bewildering to the 
ordinary inquirer. There are so many churches to 
choose from that some are not able to make a choice. 
Most of the difficulties confronted in soul-winning are 
born of some false teaching of sectarianism. The vari- 


- ous methods of getting religion, the loose schemes of 


modern evangelism, and the unscriptural and unreason- 
able teaching about church membership, all unite to 
confuse the mind of the unsaved person, until he does 
not join any church. The average outsider does not 
know that there is any difference between one denomi- 
nation and another, so he has no convictions whatever 
along denominational lines. One church is “just as 
good as another” to him. A little tactful interview with 
one of this sort will open his eyes to the Scriptural 
view of denominationalism and prepare him for hearing 
the simple gospel message. Whatever else the soul- 
winner is, he must not be sectarian; his business is to 
make Christians by teaching the gospel of Christ. Great 
care must be exercised to avoid being drawn aside into 


partisan controversy. 
128 


124 TRAINING FOR SOUL-WINNING 


Curist’s PRAYER FOR UNITY. 


Read John 17: 7-23. 

This prayer reveals our Saviour’s anxiety for the 
unity of all believers of the word of God. He assigns 
two reasons for desiring that unity: 

1. “That the world may believe.” 

2. “That the world may know.” 

And these are sufficient reasons for unity. The 
divisions among God’s children have caused more doubt 
and unbelief than the teaching of the world’s great 
infidels. Christian unity would bring the world to be- 
lieve in Christ, and, believing in him, it would soon 
know that God had sent him. 

NotE.—It is better to present God’s word than to 
argue with the inquirer. Show him the beauty of help- 
ing to answer our Lord’s prayer for Christian unity, 
and seek to meet his questions with the teaching of the 
Bible. The following method is a most insistent and 
successful way of meeting the objections usually urged 
against unity: 

1. “Christian unity is impossible.” 

Answer—Christ prayed for it. 

2. “All can not see alike.” 

Answer—Christ prayed for it. 

3. “I do not believe in unity.” 

Answer—Christ prayed for it. 

4. “It will never come to pass.” 

Answer—Christ prayed for it. 

If the soul-winner will stand by that answer to every 
objection offered, he will soon find the one who objects 
breaking down under the strong pressure of the con- 
vincing truth. Whatever Christ prayed for ought to be 
desired by any one who really believes in him. What- 
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ever Christ prayed for is right. Be patient with the 
inquirer, but do not allow him to dodge the issue 
involved in Christ’s prayer for the unity of all believers. 


Some ComMON QUESTIONS. 


The inquirer has a number of questions that are 
usually asked during an interview on the subject of 
denominationalism. They are about as follows: 

1. “Is not one way as good as another?” 

Answer—John 14:6; Acts 4:12. 

2. “Why do we have so much division if all claim 
to believe the same Bible?” 

Answer—1 Cor. 1: 12-15. 

It may be observed here that all of the divisions 
among the people of God were caused by confusion over 
something not taught in the Bible. The teaching of the 
Bible itself is not confusing and contradictory. 

3. “Do not wise men in all churches disagree?” 

Answer—1 Cor. 1: 18-21. 

4. “How can I be expected to know what is right?” 

Answer—2 Tim. 2:15; Rom. 14:12. 

(Refer to lesson on “The Church.”) 

It is not difficult to deal with an honest inquirer, and 
one could hardly expect to reach any other kind. In- 
telligence that is consecrated in loyalty to Christ and his 
word will win a victory over the man who is actually 
in earnest about knowing the way of life. Denomi- 
nationalism can not stand before a Scriptural appeal for 
Christian unity. The very greatness of the appeal 
impresses the man of broad parts. The whole argument 
is summed up in a call for men to take God at his 
word. Whoever does this will be just what God wants 
him to be—a Christian—no more, no less. This should 
be enough for the comfort of all believers. 
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Some WortHy APPEALS. 


A few strong statements in favor of Christian unity 
may be used by the personal worker in dealing with 
most inquirers. Whoever is interested himself would 
like to see others interested, so urge these points: 

1. Sectarianism is a waste of money. 

Point out some town that has several churches and 
show how one church could do the work of all. 

2. Sectarianism keeps many out of the church. 

This is enough to condemn it. All would know the 
meaning of church membership if all churches would 
become one body in Christ, because then nobody would 
need to inquire about “which church to join.” 

3. Sectarianism divides communities and families. 

The division among God’s people causes many sad 
situations in families whose members are scattered 
about in the several denominations. Many communities, 
too, are divided into factions on account of religious 
quarrels of a sectarian nature. Sectarianism strikes at 
the very foundation of the brotherhood of man. 

4. Sectarianism is opposed to the prayer of Christ. 

No one who loves Christ should want to have a part 
in anything that is opposed to his prayer and teaching. 
Whoever takes him at his word aids the cause of Chris- 
tian unity. 

Lesson REVIEW FROM MEnmory. 


1. What is the greatest foe of soul-winning? 

2. Where do most difficulties come from? 

3. What is the chief business of the soul-winner ? 

4. What reason did Christ give in praying for 
unity? 

5. What is the best way to meet objections? 
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6. Give some questions concerning unity, and an- 
swer them with Bible teaching. 

7. How will consecrated loyalty win? 

8. What does one become who takes God at his 
word? 

9. Give four statements against sectarianism. 

10. How does sectarianism interfere with the brother- 
hood of man? 

Memory ReEFERENCES.—Ps. 133:1; 1 Cor. 12:13; 
Rom. 12:4, 5; Eph. 2: 18-22; 3:14, 15; 4: 1-3. 


LESSON XXVIL. 
DIFFICULTIES—GENERAL, 


Lesson Text.—“But abide thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them: and that from a babe 
thou hast known the sacred writings which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.”—2 Tim. 3: 14, 15. 

The soul-winner is beset with all sorts of difficulties 
in his task. He may be unable to answer all questions 
put to him. Nor is it necessary for him to do so. 
Nothing is ever gained by argument over the little 
questions that arise. Let the gospel story be mastered, 
and the soul-winner can conquer an army of honest in- 
quirers; dishonest ones can not be conquered. Every 
considerable effort to save souls will draw enemies of 
the simple gospel into the field of action. They haunt 
the soul-winner with questions of irrelevant character, 
and strive to furnish the inquirer with catch questions 
calculated to thwart the progress of the gospel. The 
soul-winner must be too big to notice these things. In 
soul-winning, one must resolve never to be led from the 
main issue by religious cranks and people with hobbies. 
It is only by patient and persistent teaching of God’s 
word that we shall be able to bring men and women to 
a complete surrender. The soul-winner must never for- 
get that “the gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth.” It will be so received by 


almost every person to whom it is declared. 
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THE CoMMON DIFFICULTIES. 


1. The Sabbath question. 

There is little use to try to meet volubility with 
volubility when one comes in contact with a Sabbatarian 
zealot. Anyway, the soul-winner must not talk too 
much. The whole question of “Sabbath or Lord’s Day 
—Which?” is settled by the difference between the law 
and the gospel. Teach the inquirer this difference, and 
he will forget all questions about keeping the Sabbath. 
And no progress can be made until this difference is 
seen, 

(Refer to lesson on “Divisions of the Bible.’’) 

2. Meeting the doubter. 

Honest doubters are comparatively few, and some 
secret sin is usually at the bottom of their doubt. 
Nothing will be gained by trying to prove some of the 
“seeming impossibilities of the Old Testament.” Never 
argue about Jonah and the whale or the astronomical 
feat of Joshua. These questions never really troubled 
the so-called doubter anyway. Try to get at the real 
secret of the doubter’s life—his sin. Make the interview 
dwell upon his need of Christ. Keep the doubter close 
to Christ, and victory will follow. 

(Refer to lessons on “Sin” and “Jesus Christ.’’) 

Press home the truths suggested in these two les- 
sons, and try to make the doubter think on them. Re- 
member, too, that doubt is a moral as well as a mental 
question. Doubt and righteous living can not dwell 
together. 

3. Meeting excuses. 

Most people who refuse to make a decision for 
Christ do so without any adequate reason. Here, again, 
the worker must use something substantial. Christ’s 
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own lesson on the subject of excuses is the most impres- 
sive in all literature. 

Luke 14: 15-24. Master this Scripture, and urge the 
Saviour’s conclusion “that none of those men that were 
bidden shall taste of my supper.” 

4. The backslider. 

Every community has its full quota of people who 
have wandered away from the Father’s house. The 
most heart-searching appeal that Christ ever made was 
his story of the prodigal son. 

Luke 15: 11-32. Persuade the backslider to listen to 
a reading of this parable, or, better still, learn the story 
so it may be told with all the tenderness of the divine 
compassion that our Saviour put into it. The stubborn 
and unrepentant will of the wanderer must be broken 
down under the strain of the divine story. 

5. Meeting people who are too busy with worldly af- 
fairs. 

This class is in the majority. Many are actually so 
obsessed with pleasure and money-making that they 
never give any thought to the higher things. Another 
of Christ’s parables strikes at the very heart of this 
question. 

Luke 12: 13-21. This is the common fate of all who 
leave God out of the program of life. 

6. Procrastination. 

This is the universal difficulty. Men are always put- 
ting off salvation. They are always awaiting some 
more convenient season. The road to ruin is paved 
with good intentions. Most people are without Christ 
for the simple reason that they have put off salvation. 
To be unprepared to meet God is the greatest calamity 
in life. The every-day life of man is crowded with 
illustrations and examples of the folly and ruin of pro- 
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crastination. Food eaten to-morrow does not appease the 
hunger of to-day. The parable of “The Ten Virgins” 
applies with tremendous meaning to the case of him 
who puts off until too late the chief duties of life. 

Matt. 25:1-13. The doors of mercy must one day 
close forever against the man who sins away his day 
of grace. 

7. Prejudice. 

Prejudice is usually born of sectarianism. It is the 
chief demon to be cast out of the heart of any man 
whom we would win to Christ. Bible study is the only 
cure. Tactfully persuade the prejudiced person to read 
the portions of Scripture that have to do with the par- 
ticular points on which he is prejudiced. The doctrinal 


_ issues on which men are commonly biased are fairly 
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well covered in former lessons. The personal worker 
may use them as occasions demand. 


A FinaL ADMONITION. 


Be loyal to Christ and true to the Bible in every 
soul-winning adventure. Surmount every difficulty by 
familiarity with God’s word. Believe that Word with 
the whole heart, and live it daily before any whom you 
would bring to. Christ. Do not take undue advantage 
of any unsaved person. Do not force any one to the 
front. Be too big to employ schemes with which to 
inveigle the souls of men. Do not take any risk when 
the soul of a neighbor is in eternal danger. Christ is 
God’s Son and man’s only Redeemer, and man must 
obey him or go to the grave without hope of salvation. 
Give Christ his rightful place in the great work of 
winning souls. Hide unselfishly and modestly behind 
his cross, and trust in the power of the gospel to save 
men and women from sin. 
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Lesson REVIEW FROM Memory. 


Why does it not pay to argue over little things? 
What should be mastered by the soul-winner? 
What is done by enemies of the gospel? 

Why should the soul-winner never allow himself 


to be drawn away from the main issue? 


20 
6. 
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What must always be remembered? 
How is the Sabbath question settled? 
How can one best meet the doubter ? 
Give Christ’s parable on excuses. 

What is the best lesson for backsliders? 
How may one best deal with prejudice? 


Memory REFerRENcES.—Isa. 55:1, 2; Matt. 11:28- 
30; Luke 11:34, 35; John 1:29; 6:36; 9:24, 25; Acts 


2: 40. 
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